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RATIONAL  ARGUMENTS,  &c. 


ADDRESS  BY  C.  W.  MOAT. 


It  is  now,  my  friends,  one  year 
since  my  arrival  in  Scotland ; 
and  I  flatter  myself  that  there 
are  none  but  the  bad  who  regret 
my  arrival.  The  success  of  the 
cause .  in  which  I  am  engaged, 
evident  from  the  number  of 
“  medical  halls”  now  “  to  let,” 
is,  I  know,  not  only  gratifying 
to  myself,  but  to  all  tbe  enemies 
of  the  enemies  of  mankind. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the 
obstacles  I  had  to  surmount  in 
the  way  of  public  prejudice,  pri¬ 
vate  slander,  and  editorial  in- 
uendoes,  (a  specimen  of  which 
I  will  show  presently,)  every 
one  will  agree,  that  to  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  as  I  have,  the  principles 
upon  which  the  medicine  I  use 
for  the  performance  of  cures, 
(which  cures  have  alone  been 
the  cause  of  my  success,)  must 
be  prepared,  are  substantially 
correct.  Indeed,  when  we  take 
Nature  for  our  guide,  what  is  to 
prevent  our  arrival  at  perfec¬ 
tion  ? — and  to  make  Nature  at 
once  our  guide  and  assistant, 
has  been  the  main  study  of  all 
Hygeists. 

For  appearing  again  in  the 
arena  of  plain  argument  before 
the  Public  of  Scotland,  I  trust 


I  have  no  necessity  to  apologise. 
It  is  now  three  months  since  I 
published  my  “  Proofs  in  Glas¬ 
gow,”  second  editon,  price  six¬ 
pence,  (5,000  copies, — all  dis¬ 
posed  of.)  I  have  since,  as  be¬ 
fore,  been  employed  in  the  de¬ 
lightful  task  of  gathering  new 
trophies  for  the  Hygeian  cause. 
I  have  now  a  list  of  cures  for 
almost  every  form  of  disease 
that  “human  flesh  is  heir  to,” 
which  will  be  at  the  service  of 
the  public,  for  almost  a  nominal 
value. 

The  great  extent  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  I  hold,  together  with  an  in¬ 
creasing  demand  from  the  af¬ 
flicted  for  that  relief  which  they 
are  fast  learning  where  only  it 
can  be  obtained,  induced  me  to 
apply  to  the  parent  establish¬ 
ment  for  assistance,— not,  how¬ 
ever,  before  I  had  made  it  pret¬ 
ty  generally  known  among  the 
Surgeons  of  Glasgow  that  such 
a  situation  was  vacant,  to  be 
filled  by  any  one  honest  enough 
to  recant  his  former  errors.  I 
was  not  in  the  least  induced  to 
make  this  offer  on  account  of 
any  services  which  I  could  re¬ 
ceive  from  a  Surgeon  other  than 
what  any  person  of  common 
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sense  could  afford  ;  but  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  hardness  of  the 
case  of  a  man,  through  princi¬ 
ple,  being  induced  by  my  in¬ 
strumentality,  to  leave  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  only  profession  by 
which  he  could  obtain  a  living, 
and  which  the  unprincipled  can 
still  for  a  time  continue  to  en¬ 
joy.  When  agents  were  first 
wanted  in  Glasgow,  had  medi¬ 
cal  gentlemen,  (knowing,  as  they 
well  do,  that  their  practice  is 
nothing  but  impostorship,)  wish¬ 
ing  to  be  of  use,  and  not  a  curse 
to  their  fellow-men,  requested 
the  situations,  they  would,  for 
the  reasons  stated  above,  have 
had  a  preference.  As  it  is,  there 
is  no  room  for  them  ;  and  the 
sooner  their  shops  of  poisons  and 
coloured  water,  where  all  is 
gross  imposition  and  quackery, 
working  upon  the  ignorance  and 
superstition  of  their  now  few 
customers,  from  the  disgusting 
bottles  in  their  windows,  con¬ 
taining  snakes  in  spirits — the 
dog-latin  prescriptions  of  some 
more  bold  impostor — or  the  set¬ 
ting  forth  the  virtues  of  Solo¬ 
mon’s  Seal, — are  shut  up,  and 
they  betake  themselves  to  some 
mode  by  which  they  may  pro¬ 
duce  to  the  world  a  value  for 
their  living,  the  better  for  them¬ 
selves  and  the  public. 

The  gentleman  who  holds  the 
situation  of  Assistant  Agent  for 
Scotland  to  the  British  College 
of  Health,  was  bred  up  in  the 
errors  of  the  old  school.  He 
was  in  practice  in  London  as 
Assistant  Surgeon,  and  latterly 
in  Brighton,  as  Surgeon.  He 
was  unwilling  to  pay  even  the 
least  attention  to  the  arguments 
in  favour  of  our  theory.  Ne¬ 
vertheless,  the  wonderful  cases 
of  cure  that  have  been  constant¬ 


ly  laid  before  the  public  for  the 
last  three  years,  made  him  at 
length  entertain  an  idea  that 
there  might  be  more  reason  in 
our  practice  than  he  at  first 
thought.  He  studied  our  works, 
saw  how  different  our  simple 
arguments  were  to  the  con¬ 
founding  string  of  technicality 
contained  in  the  medical  works 
he  had  been  used  to,  imme¬ 
diately  became  a  convert,  and 
applied  for  an  agency ;  and,  as 
honesty  is  the  best  policy,  I  have 
no  doubt  but  that  his  remune¬ 
ration  for  services  really  render¬ 
ed,  will  soon  exceed  the  former 
gatherings,  as  payments  for 
worse  than  nonsense. 

Dr.  Greer,  the  Agent  for 
Paisley,  is  one  whose  character  is 
too  well  known  to  need  any  com¬ 
ment.  I  was  first  induced  to  in¬ 
troduce  myself  to  his  notice  in 
consequence  of  his  admirable 
and  disinterested  exnosition  of 
the  absurdity  of  a  profession, 
of  which  had  he  continued  a 
supporter,  he  would  have  been 
a  man  of  fortune. 

I  made  him  a  present  of  a 
Work,  (Morisoniana,)  which, 
with  the  “  Proofs  in  Glasgow,” 
completely  convinced  him  that 
ours  was  the  exact  principle  for 
which  he  in  vain  had  been 
searching  in  philosophy ;  and 
when  convinced,  he  at  once 
determined  to  join  us,  though 
evidently  against  his  immediate 
interest,  and  the  wish  of  all  his 
friends  and  connexions. 

Mr.  Symonds,  Assistant 
Agent  for  Scotland,  and  Dr. 
Greer,  Agent  for  Paisley,  will 
take  this  opportunity  of  address¬ 
ing  the  reader,  while  I,  for  a 
short  time,  take  my  leave. 

C.  W.  Moat. 


ADDRESS  BY  MR.  SYMONDS. 


In  appearing  before  the  public 
of  Glasgow,  some  account  is 
necessary  of  the  motives  which 
have  induced  me  to  do  so.  This 
is  the  more  necessary,  from 
having  been  educated  in  the 
trammels  of  the  old,  or,  as 
they  style  themselves,  the  legal 
school  of  medicine.  The  causes 
of  my  seceding,  and  casting  off 
the  prejudices  of  many  years’ 
growth,  I  will  now  proceed  to 
state,  as  shortly  as  the  subject 
will  permit. 

The  extreme  and  unnecessa¬ 
ry  refinements  which  have  been 
introduced  in  the  classification 
and  treatment  of  disease,  have 
rendered  it  a  moral  impossibi¬ 
lity  for  any  one  man  to  become 
a  perfect  master  of  even  half  of 
them,  although  he  should  dedi¬ 
cate  his  whole  lifetime  to  the  ob¬ 
ject.  This  is  one  proof  that  na¬ 
ture  never  intended  the  diseases 
and  treatment  (in  contradistinc¬ 
tion  of  cure)  of  them  to  be  of 
so  difficult  attainment  as  they 
have  been.  For  instance,  the 
eye,  the  most  beautiful  and  sim¬ 
ple  of  all  our  organs,  has,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  old  school,  hun¬ 
dreds  of  different  diseases,  and 
as  many  modes  of  treatment  for 
each  one.  In  short,  every  other 
part  of  the  human  body  has  as 
great  a  multiplicity  of  com¬ 
plaints  and  modes  of  treatment. 
Among  such  a  contrariety  of 
opinion  and  practice,  who  can 
say  which  is  right?  In  fact, 
physic,  so  far  from  progressing, 
as  other  sciences  have,  has  de¬ 
cidedly  retrograded. 

And  what  has  caused  this 
retardation,  (the  reader  will  ask,) 
in  this  intellectual  age  ?  Sim¬ 


ply  having  lost  sight  of  the 
plain  indications  of  nature,  and 
having  recourse  to  what  experi¬ 
ence  has  proved  to  be  worse 
than  useless,  viz.,  science  and 
philosophy, — among  others  that 
of  chemistry,  by  which  they  con¬ 
vert  the  human  stomach  into  a 
crucible,  without  considering  the 
vital  power,  which  must  pro¬ 
duce  a  far  different  effect  to  that 
produced  in  their  laboratory. 
Our  forefathers,  almost  exclu¬ 
sively,  used  the  vegetable  pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  earth  in  restor¬ 
ing  health  ;  but  what  has  been 
the  practice  of  modern  days  ? 
Why,  after  employing  their 
energies  in  searching  after  the 
most  virulent  and  poisonous  mi¬ 
nerals,  they  have,  in  their  wis¬ 
dom,  administeredthese  poisons, 
under  the  idea  of  producing 
health.  The  preposterous  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  they  do  so,  is — 
by  considering  all  diseases  of  a 
poisonous  nature,  they  think,  by 
giving  a  more  powerful  poison, 
it  must  overcome  the  weaker, 
and  gain  the  victory,  without  it 
entering  into  their  foolish  heads 
that  the  powerful  friend  they 
have  called  in  to  their  assistance 
must  leave  injurious  traces  of 
its  effects  in  the  system, — thus 
having  recourse  to  a  remedy 
worse  than  the  disease.  Ano¬ 
ther  grand  error  of  the  old 
school  is,  their  combating  symp¬ 
toms,  instead  of  assisting  them, 
— for  they  are  evidently  nature’s 
indications,  by  which  she  in¬ 
tends  to  throw  off  disease.  For 
example,  fever,  which  is  nothing 
more  than  a  general  effort  of 
the  system  to  right  herself,  in¬ 
stead  of  their  assisting,  it  is  di- 


6 


ametrically  opposed  by  bleed¬ 
ing,  &c., — not  thinking  that,  by 
so  doing,  they  take  not  only 
what  is  impure,  but  a  greater 
quantity  of  the  pure  stream  of 
life ;  as  I  believe  it  to  be  an 
impossibility  for  any  person  to 
have  too  much  pure  blood  in 
his  body  at  one  time, — for  no 
disease  ever  arises  from  too 
much,  but  is  far  more  likely  to 
proceed  from  too  little,  and  that 
loaded  with  impurities.  To  re¬ 
turn  to  Chemistry:  It  is,  I  think, 
evident  that  no  chemical  sub¬ 
stance  can  be  acted  on  by  the 
digestive  organs ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  can  never  enter  the  blood 
but  by  the  force  of  mechanical 
power,  and  acting  with  violence 
productive  of  injury.  For  in¬ 
stance,  mercury,  which  yearly 
absorbs  more  victims  than  any 
disease,  is  never  dissolved  by 
the  digestive  juices,  but  forces 
its  way  through  the  fine  valves 
which  nature  has  placed  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  admission  of  injurious 
substances  into  the  blood,  and 
are  destroyed  by  the  impetus 
with  which  this  virulent  poison 
acts.  Having  proved,  I  hope, 
to  the  reader’s  satisfaction,  that 
Chemistry  has  produced  no  be¬ 
nefit  to  the  science  of  medicine, 
I  proceed  to  inquire  what  Ana¬ 
tomy  has  done.  This  science 
has  been  cultivated  of  late 
years  with  such  extreme  ar¬ 
dour  as  to  have  caused  effects 
which  can  never  be  forgotten  by 
the  public.  I  allude  to  the  no¬ 
vel  and  horrid  crime  of  Burking, 
— so  novel  that  the  English  lan¬ 
guage  was  at  a  loss  by  what  term 
to  designate  it,  and  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  the  name  of  the 
first  monster  who  catered  in  this 
way  for  the  anatomists.  If  any 
proof  were  wanting  to  show  the 


displeasure  of  an  Almighty  Be¬ 
ing  upon  this  brutalizing  and 
unhallowed  science,  this  must 
do  it ; — doubly  unhallowed  ! 
from  its  being  necessary,  not 
only  to  murder  the  living,  but 
to  desecrate  and  pillage  (what 
ought  to  be)  the  sacred  recep¬ 
tacles  of  the  dead  for  its  con¬ 
tinuance.  I  would  ask,  Does 
not  every  man’s  mind  revolt 
from  the  idea  of  having  his  body 
hacked  and  mutilated,  as  if  it 
were  a  dog’s? — and  would  the 
Beneficent  Creator  of  mankind 
have  planted  this  feeling  in  our 
nature,  if  it  was  not  for  our  ben¬ 
efit  that  it  should  exist?  Again, 
there  are  numerous  proofs  that 
the  cultivation  of  this  science 
brutalizes  and  hardens  the  most 
valued  feelings  of  our  nature ; 
for  it  is  well  known,  that  the 
major  part  of  anatomists  and 
surgeons  are  at  best  but  scep¬ 
tics  in  religion,  and  our  law¬ 
makers  (from  their  inability  to 
serve  on  juries)  evidently  con¬ 
sider  they  have  lost  the  finer 
sensibilities  of  the  heart,  and  are 
unfit  to  decide  the  fate  of  even 
the  worst  of  their  fellow-crea¬ 
tures.  To  prove  that  it  has  this 
effect,  I  would  ask  the  anato¬ 
mical  tyro,  what  his  feelings 
were  when  he  first  commenced 
cutting  the  stinking  and  putrid 
bodies  of  his  own  species?  No 
doubt  he  would  reply,  at  first 
he  disliked  it,  but  that  his  mind 
soon  became  habituated  and  in¬ 
different  to  it.  This  would  still 
farther  prove  the  correctness  of 
my  view  of  the  subject — for  the 
anatomical  searing-iron  must 
have  acted  injuriously  to  have 
caused  this  callousness.  I  do 
not  mean  to  deny  but  that  some 
knowledge  of  the  human  body 
is  requisite, — for  instance,  acci- 
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dents  causing  broken  limbs,  &c., 
and  the  army  and  navy,  so  long 
as  man  goes  out  to  slay  bis 
fellow-man.  But  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  a  sufficient  know¬ 
ledge  of  this  science  may  be 
acquired  by  models  and  picto¬ 
rial  representations,  and  that 
dabbling  in  stinking  human  flesh 
can  only  make  men  anxious  to 
show  their  manual  dexterity  at 
the  expense  of  their  mutilated 
victims, — by  this  means  acquir¬ 
ing  the  name  (and  something 
more  solid  in  the  shape  of  fees) 
of  a  neat  and  expeditious  oper¬ 
ator  ;  not  considering  that  the 
frequency  with  which  operations 
are  resorted  to,  is  the  greatest 
libel  on  their  proficiency  as  pro¬ 
fessors  of  the  healing  art.  From 
these  remarks,  it  will  be  evident 
that  I  consider  the  greater  part 
of  the  mutilations  now  practised 
by  the  old  school  as  barbarous, 
and  worse  than  useless;  and  that 
any  person  who  is  instrumental 
in  making  a  cripple  and  semi¬ 
monster  of  the  most  glorious  of 
God’s  works,  is  no  better  than 
a  butcher ;  for  if  they  were 
guided  by  feelings  of  humanity 
and  honour,  they  would  receive 
more  satisfaction  from  saving 
the  most  insignificant  of  our 
members  than  hundreds  of  mere 
mechanical  operations.  Another 
preventive  to  an  Anatomist  be¬ 
coming  a  proficient  in  the  heal¬ 
ing  art,  is  the  length  of  time 
to  be  wasted  in  the  acquisition 
of  it, — for  a  whole  life  may  be 
employed  without  becoming  a 
perfect  master  of  this  one  science, 
and  neglecting  other  more  im¬ 
portant  studies,  such  as  nature 
and  nature’s  laws, — without 
knowing  which,  a  man  will  be 
but  a  sorry  bungler.  The  next 
science  I  shall  proceed  to  touch 


upon  is  Physiology,  or  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  healthy  actions  of 
the  human  body.  The  study  of 
this  science  has  been  the  occa¬ 
sion  of  most  dreadful  cruelties, 
viz.,  that  of  torturing  the  living 
bodies  of  the  lower  grade  of 
animals, — the  encouragement  of 
which  I  consider  to  be  one  of 
the  greatest  blots  on  the  human¬ 
ity  of  any  nation  ;  for  is  it  not 
onlyatrite,buttrue  proverb,  that 
a  merciful  man  is  merciful  to  his 
beast  ? — and  can  that  man  be 
merciful  who  makes  the  living- 
animal  to  undergo  the  agonizing 
ordeal  of  having  its  body  cut 
open,  merely  to  set  at  rest  some 
idle  question, — for  instance, 
having  some  vital  organ  cut  out, 
to  try  whether  it  can  drag  on  a 
miserable  existence,  thus  muti¬ 
lated  !  But  the  reader  will  say 
this  was  done  with  the  view  of 
benefiting  mankind.  I  reply, 
the  only  benefit  has  been  to  in¬ 
duce  medical  men  to  still  fur¬ 
ther  torture  human  victims, _ . 

for  without  it  they  would  not 
have  had  the  temerity,  or  their 
minds  been  brutalized  sufficient 
to  have  perpetrated  the  barba¬ 
rous  mutilations  now  so  often 
done, — such  as  tying  the  de¬ 
scending  artery,  (which  supplies 
the  lower  parts  of  the  body 
with  the  vital  stream,)  and  many 
others  equally  useless  and  cruel. 
In  short,  I  should  not  be  much 
surprised  to  hear  of  their  cut¬ 
ting  off  a  man’s  head,  merely  to 
try  if  he  can  live  without  one. 
The  next  science  I  shall  remark 
on  is  Midwifery,  which  is  taught 
and  practised  by  the  fraternity 
of  “  legal  quacks.”  This  art, 
which  was  formerly  practised 
by  women,  when  even  the  very 
idea  of  a  man  entering  a  wo¬ 
man’s  chamber  while  in  labour, 
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would  have  been  considered  as 
indelicate  in  the  extreme,  is  now 
performed,  almost  exclusively, 
by  men.  And  what  has  been 
the  result  of  this  practice  ?  In 
a  great  measure  the  loss  of  that 
beautiful  innate  modesty  and 
delicacy  which  are  among  the 
greatest  attractions  of  lovely 
woman  :  for  what  must  be  the 
sensations  of  a  young  and  deli¬ 
cate  wife,  at  the  introduction 
(perhaps)  of  a  strange  man  into 
her  room,  at  this  trying  hour, 
when  the  sympathy  and  kind¬ 
ness  of  one  of  her  own  sex  is  so 
much  required  ?  This  might 
be  tolerated,  if  any  benefit  re¬ 
sulted  from  it ;  but  are  there 
more  lives  saved  now  than  for¬ 
merly  ?  I  believe  the  contrary 
to  be  the  case, — for  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  that  nature  is  now  more 
outraged,  by  useless  interference 
with  instruments,  than  there  is 
any  occasion  for.  If  pregnant 
women  would  but  use  the 
means  which  nature  and  expe¬ 
rience  points  out  to  be  right,  I 
firmly  believe  that  the  assistance 
of  one  of  their  own  sex  would 
be  all-sufficient,  and  much  less 
pain  and  loss  of  life  would  take 
place  than  now.  As  a  proof 
that  violent  interference  with 
nature  is  unnecessary  and  hurt¬ 
ful,  when  the  proper  means  are 
resorted  to,  I  will  name  the  fol¬ 
lowing  case,  which  occurred 
lately,  and  can  be  verified  by 
the  person’s  original  letter,  or 
reference  to  the  party  : — A 
young  woman  who  had  two 
dreadful  labours  while  under 
the  hands  of  a  medical  man,  and 
was  delivered  both  times  by  in¬ 
struments,  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  her  third  pregnancy 
heard  of  the  Universal  Medi¬ 
cine;  and  from  the  recommenda¬ 


tion  of  those  who  had  their 
health  restored,  after  the  whole 
of  the  medical  empirics  of  Glas¬ 
gow  had  failed,  was  induced 
to  give  it  a  trial.  She  took  it 
occasionally,  until  her  confine¬ 
ment  ;  and,  to  the  surprise  and 
pleasure  of  her  friends,  was  de¬ 
livered,  by  a  woman,  of  a  living 
child,  after  only  one  hour’s  ill¬ 
ness.  This  is  but  one  among 
the  many  similar  cases  which 
are  daily  occurring.  From  the 
result  of  these  cases,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  promise,  that  if  mar¬ 
ried  ladies  will  take  this  their 
best  friend,  occasionally,  during 
their  pregnancy,  and  discard  the 
advocates  of  instruments  and 
poisonous  minerals,  instead  of 
seeing  the  period  of  their  ac- 
couchment  approach  with  anxi¬ 
ety  and  terror,  they  will  hail  it 
with  pleasure,  as  the  harbinger 
of  increasing  felicity  :  and  as  na¬ 
ture  never  intended  their  feel¬ 
ings  to  be  outraged  by  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  man,  they  will,  I  fer¬ 
vently  hope,  permit  none  but 
respectable  women  to  attend 
them  at  this  trying  and  delicate 
period.  By  so  doing,  women 
of  character  will  find  it  their  in¬ 
terest  to  study  and  acquire  the 
necessary  minutiae  to  fit  them 
for  the  office  ;  and  as  there  is  at 
present  a  great  dearth  of  em¬ 
ployment  for  respectable  fe¬ 
males,  they  will  be  doing  a  great 
and  lasting  service  to  their  own 
sex,  by  opening  a  source  from 
which  they  may  use  their  talents 
with  profit  and  utility  to  them¬ 
selves  and  employers. 

The  next  subject  I  shall  in¬ 
troduce  to  my  readers’  atten¬ 
tion  is  Small  Pox,  and  inquire 
what  benefit  the  M.  D.,  alias, 
Mineral  Dealing  Fraternity,  have 
done  to  mankind  by  their  at- 
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tempts  to  combat  this  disease 
with  their  grand  specific, — the 
beastly  insertion  of  vaccine  mat¬ 
ter  into  the  blood  of  their  fel¬ 
low-creatures; — and  will  endea¬ 
vour  to  prove  that  the  only  be¬ 
nefit  derived  from  this  practice 
has  been  enjoyed  by  themselves, 
and  the  foundation  laid  for  in¬ 
veterate  disease,  to  the  incalcu¬ 
lable  injury  of  the  poor  victims 
on  whom  it  is  practised.  In  fact, 
this  disease  is  not  the  pestilen¬ 
tial  scourge  represented  by  self- 
interested  men,  but  rather  a 
powerful  natural  effort  of  the 
system  to  purify  herself  from  all 
those  corruptions  which  the 
child  engenders  from  the  mo¬ 
ther, — for  while  the  child  is  in 
the  womb,  the  natural  outlets 
for  disease  are  closed,  and  the 
impurities  become  fixed  in  the 
blood  until  afterbirth,  when  na¬ 
ture  tries  to  rid  herself  of  the  in¬ 
cumbrance,  bv  the  channel  of  this 
disease.  From  this  view  of  the 
case,  it  is  plain  that  the  disease 
should  not  be  prevented,  or  the 
symptoms  opposed,  but  assisted 
by  all  means.  Is  this  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  pseudo-scientific  M. 
D.s  ?  Certainly  not :  for  what 
is  vaccination  used  for  but  to 
prevent  the  appearance  of  this 
disease  ?  Upon  the  principle, 
that,  as  no  two  different  diseases 
can  co-exist  in  one  body  at  the 
same  time,  they  think  that  while 
the  blood  is  impregnated  with 
the  filthy  matter  from  a  diseased 
cow’s  foot,  the  small  pox  will  be 
prevented  from  coming  into  ac¬ 
tion, — thus  confessing  that  the 
corruption  they  have  translated 
into  the  vital  stream,  does  re¬ 
main  in  the  system  a  length  of 
time :  and  I  would  ask  what 
state  of  health  that  person  must 
be  in  whose  blood  is  so  poison¬ 
ed  ?  Is  it  not  reasonable  to 


suppose  that  it  must  act  injuri¬ 
ously, — more  so,  when  it  is  re¬ 
membered,  although  the  small 
pox  does  not  appear  out¬ 
wardly,  it  is  still  in  the  blood, 
— thus  becoming  loaded  with  a 
double  portion  of  corruption? 
Yet  the  man  into  whose  ivise 
head  this  idea  first  entered,  was 
honoured  with  a  Parliamentary 
grant  of  some  thousands,  in¬ 
stead  of  the  disgust  and  oblo¬ 
quy  he  more  justly  merited. 
This,  perhaps,  is  not  strange, 
from  the  fellow-feeling  which  a 
corrupt  Parliament  may  be  sup¬ 
posed  to  entertain  for  such  a 
staunch  advocate  of  corruption 
as  Dr.  Jenner.  Nothing  in  the 
world  made  this  disease  so  vir¬ 
ulent  and  fatal,  as  it  has  been, 
but  the  bad  treatment  it  has 
received  from  the  ‘  Old  School.' 
For  I  venture  to  assert,  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  if  the 
“  Universal  Medicines”  were  ad¬ 
ministered  from  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  disease,  the  patient 
would  quickly  recover,  without 
being  marked  in  so  disgusting  a 
manner,  as  so  many  are  at  pre¬ 
sent.  I  shall  now  proceed  to 
contrast  the  principles  which 
guide  the  followers  of  “  Bloom¬ 
ing  Hygeia,”  in  curing  disease 
and  restoring  health,  with  that 
pursued  by  the  purblind  advo¬ 
cates  of  Esculapius  and  Scalp- 
elism.  The  Professors  of  the 
Hygeian  System  trace  all  dis¬ 
eases  to  one  cause;  viz. — im¬ 
purities  in  the  circulating  fluids; 
which,  by  long  impunity,  clog 
and  impede  the  blood  from  cir¬ 
culating  through  the  fine  tubes 
ramifying  all  over  the  body,  and 
destroying  that  even  balance 
which  nature  requires  to  main¬ 
tain  health.  They  think  that 
no  such  thing  as  a  purely  local 
disease  ever  existed,  but  that 
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different  diseases  proceed  from 
different  impurities  in  the  blood, 
and  that  the  deposite  of  these 
impurities  in  various  organs, 
cause  the  pain  and  oppression 
felt  in  them  ;  thus  leading  to 
the  belief  that  the  part  affected 
was  the  cause,  when,  in  truth, 
it  is  but  the  effect  of  disease. 
They,  therefore,  think  that 
whatever  medicine  purifies  the 
blood  must  consequently  cure 
all  diseases,  and  restore  health. 
Experience  of  the  most  ample 
kind  has  proved  Morison  and 
Moat’s  Vegetable  Universal 
Medicines  to  possess  this  pro¬ 
perty  in  the  fullest  extent;  for, 
had  their  theory  and  practice 
been  founded  in  error,  it 
never  could  have  withstood  the 
five  years’  fiery  ordeal  it  has  ; 
for  it  not  only  has  had  to  contend 
with,  and  root  out,  the  preju¬ 
dices  and  errors  of  the  growth 
of  years  in  the  general  com¬ 
munity,  but  the  basest  calum¬ 
nies  and  falsehoods  have  been 
promulgated  against  its  advo¬ 
cates,  by  the  whole  body  of 
**  Legal  Quacks,  ”  alias  sur¬ 
geons,  physicians,  and  the  al¬ 
most  innumerable  small  fry  of 
apothecaries  and  chemists — they 
well  knowing  that  if  once  this 
simple  and  unerring  theory  was 
admitted  to  be  true,  they  might 
exclaim  with  Othello,  “  Our 
occupation’s  gone !”  Every  day 
produces  further  proofs  that  the 
prejudices  in  favour  of  College- 
bred  and  pseudo-scientific  men 
is  fast  wearing  away,  and  that  but 
a  short  time  will  elapse  before 
the  very  name  of  Surgeon  will 
become  obsolete.  I  will  detain 
my  reader’s  attention  but  a  short 
time  longer,  by  asking  whether 
the  “  Old  School  ”  have  any 
settled  principle  for  the  treat¬ 


ment  of  any  one  disease  ?  I, 
without  fear,  answer  No:  for 
it  must  appear  evident  to  the 
least  reflecting  person,  that  there 
is  some  grand  error,  from  the 
proverbial  difference  of  opinion 
between  medical  men,  it  being 
a  novelty  for  two  of  them  to 
agree  upon  the  same  point ; — 
thus,  by  their  vacillation,  de¬ 
monstrating,  to  a  certainty,  that 
they  know  nothing  about  the 
matter.  For  one  of  the  most 
eminent  Surgeons  in  London — 
I  mean  Sir  A.  Carlisle — has  de¬ 
clared  their  whole  art  to  be  found¬ 
ed  in  conjecture,  and,  he  says, 
improved  by  murder.  But  what 
sort  of  improvement  the  com¬ 
mission  of  such  a  dreadful  crime 
can  lead  to,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand.  Most  probably  he 
meant,  by  improvement,  the  in¬ 
crease  of  his  own  and  brethren’s 
fees ;  for  no  other  way  can  I 
explain  it.  In  conclusion,  per¬ 
mit  me  to  ask  my  readers  for 
an  answer  to  the  following  plain 
question, — Whether  is  it  better 
for  the  public  to  encourage  and 
give  the  advocates  of  this  sim¬ 
ple  yet  natural  remedy,  a  fair 
trial,  at  a  comparatively  trifling 
expense,  or  the  professors  of  a 
learned  and  poisonous  mineral 
quackery,  who,  for  so  many 
years  have,  like  the  vampire, 
sucked  and  destroyed  their  un¬ 
fortunate  victims,  both  at  an 
immense  expense  to  their  pock¬ 
ets,  and  almost  irreparable  in¬ 
jury  to  their  health  ?  With 
this  question,  which  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  thousands  of  grateful 
persons  who  have  been  restored 
to  health  and  happiness  through 
the  instrumentality  of  Hygeists 
will  decide  in  our  favour,  I  for 
the  present  respectfully  bid  my 
readers  farewell. 

J.  F.  Symonds. 
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To  the  Provost  of  Paisley. 


Sir, —  As  I  am  now  become 
a  resident  in  the  populous  town 
over  which,  as  chief  Magistrate, 
you  honourably  preside  ;  and  as 
I  am  now  identified  in  the  front 
of  its  philanthropic  Reformers, 
you  are,  Sir,  entitled  to  my  can¬ 
did  reply,  should  yo?.  ask  what 
reform  do  I  mean, — it  is  the 
theory  and  practice  of  the  Me¬ 
dical  profession  I  intend  to  re¬ 
form.  A  second  question  may 
present  itself  to  you,  Sir.  Are 
there  not  annually  a  host  of  lite¬ 
rary  and  talented  men  launched 
into  the  field  of  physic?  Re¬ 
ply — There  are.  A  third  query 
naturally  presents — And  are  not 
these  literary  and  talented  men 
sufficient  to  reform  their  own 
profession  ?  Let  the  bills  of 
mortality  of  all  lands  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  one  moment’s  reflec¬ 
tion,  and  they  will,  Sir,  pro¬ 
claim,  trumpet-loud,  the  lament¬ 
able  fact, — no  ;  otherwise  the 
profession  would,  long  ere  now, 
have  come  to  some  plausible 
conclusion  why  premature  dis¬ 
ease  and  mortality  keep  pace 
with  the  increase  of  that  litera¬ 


ture  and  talent,  be  their  disco¬ 
veries  and  assiduity  what  they 
may.  If  the  Medical  profession 
intend  to  preserve  health,  suffer 
me,  Sir,  to  ask,  why  do  they 
not  unfold  the  pages  of  dissect¬ 
ing  history,  back  to  the  day 
that  the  wise  Abderean  raised 
himself  in  scalpel  artizanship, 
and  see  what  such  theory  and 
practice  have  obtained  in  all 
Christianized  countries,  which 
makes  it  pride  itself  in  security ; 
screen  itself  behind  the  shade 
of  its  own  shame  ;  shun  philo¬ 
sophic  investigation,  and  echo 
on  every  ear,  the  knowledge  ac¬ 
quired  from  the  dead  qualifies 
how  to  restore  the  sick  to  health ; 
the  more  death  the  more  life  ; 
the  more  disease  the  better 
health ;  crying — inspect,  dissect, 
save  all  alive?  Is  this  system 
entitled  to  the  stamp  of  reform 
and  perfection?  To  be  serious, 
Sir,  the  Medical  profession  is 
reformed  on  the  scalpel  system 
as  far  as  it  can,  and  farther  than 
it  should  be. 

Passing  over,  Sir,  many  pre¬ 
fatory  observations,  important 
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to  be  laid  before  your  intelli¬ 
gent  townsmen,  I  will  merely 
trouble  you  to  peruse,  at  pre¬ 
sent,  the  Esculapian  and  the 
Hygeian  systems  transiently 
contrasted.  The  Scalpelist  ima¬ 
gines  all  diseases  commence  in 
the  solids  of  the  human  body ;  for 
let  him  deny  the  fact,  if  he  can, 
that  he  searches  the  solids,  post 
mortem ,  for  the  cause  of  every 
disease.  The  Hygeist  traces  all 
diseases  to  the  fluids.  He  says, 
keep  the  blood  pure,  and  there 
shall  be  no  disease ;  or  when  di¬ 
sease  takes  place,  purify  the 
fluids  and  open  their  passages, 
and  health  will  be  restored. 
The  Scalpelist  inspects  the  dead 
body,  as  if  it  was  a  mere  ma¬ 
chine,  examining  its  organs  for 
the  cause  of  disordered  function, 
where  no  function  remains. 
The  Hygeist  considers  the  hu¬ 
man  body  to  be  composed  of 
solids,  elastic,  inelastic,  and  flu¬ 
ids  ;  material,  vital,  and  moral 
principle ;  and  these  are  subject 
to  the  laws  which  govern  the 
living  animal  economy.  The 
Hygeist  also  believes  the  more 
inelastic  parts  of  the  body  are 
under  the  control  of  the  more 
volatile,  from  the  solid  bone  to 
the  imperceptible  caloric  or 
electric  fluid ;  hence  he  traces, 
a  posteriori ,  the  symptoms  of 
every  disease  back  to  its  cause, 
impurity  of  the  fluids.  The 
Scalpelist  has  another  mode  of 
finding  out  the  cause  of  disease; 
for  he  traces,  a  priori ,  the 
symptoms  forward  to  death, 
and  then  he  discovers  some 
organ  more  defaced  than  an¬ 
other;  this,  he  says,  is  the  cause 
and  seat  of  the  disease.  The 
Hygeist  tells  him  his  discovery 
is  too  late,  and  what  he  pro¬ 
nounces  to  be  a  cause  of  disease, 


is  only  its  consequence,  or  ef¬ 
fect  ;  therefore,  agreeably  to  the 
Scalpelist’s  theory,  or  physiolo¬ 
gy,  he  should  not  prescribe  to  a 
patient  till  once  he  be  dead, 
because  he  cannot  tell  the  cause 
of  disease  till  he  sees  bis  pa¬ 
tient’s  organs  post  mortem 
When  the  Scalpelist  per¬ 
ceives,  on  examination  after 
death,  effusion,  adhesion,  gan¬ 
grene,  enlargement  of  parts, 
&c.,  among  the  subject’s  so¬ 
lids,  then  he  exclaims  to  the 
world,  in  technicalities,  (which 
on  many  other  subjects  would 
display  science,)  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  physiology,  or  mi¬ 
nute  division  of  human  flesh, 
and  palms  these  pages  of  tech¬ 
nical  science  over  on  the  cre¬ 
dulous  as  true  pathology,  or 
just  the  proper  manner  of  cur¬ 
ing  disease  and  preserving 
health.  But  although,  Sir,  the 
Hygeist  informs  the  Scalpelist, 
again  and  again,  that  all  these 
appearances,  which  present 
themselves  on  the  dead  bodv, 
are  not  the  causes  of  sickness, 
but  when  sickness  is  trifled 
with,  neglected,  or  encouraged, 
from  wrong  treatment,  these 
appearances  of  effusion,  adhe¬ 
sion,  gangrene,  &c.,  8cc.,  take 
place,  and  produce  death,  of 
which  they  are  the  cause — 
not  the  cause  of  the  sickness, 
but  its  effects, — yet,  with  data 
upon  data  as  clear  as  noon-day, 
the  Scalpelist  will  not  believe 
the  Hygeist,  that  the  cause  of 
every  disease  can  be  traced  from 
the  first  sickness  or  symptoms, 
and,  if  judiciously  met  with 
efficient  emetics  or  purgatives,* 

*  See  Morison's  Universal  Medi¬ 
cines,  which,  when  administered  on 
Hygeian  principles,  does  better  thao, 
cure — it  prevents  disease* 
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to  purify  the  blood  and  clear  its 
ducts,  all  other  consequential 
symptoms  will  be  prevented. 
The  Hygeist  sees  no  analogy 
between  the  laws  which  govern 
the  living  body  and  those  which 
govern  the  dead  subject :  but, 
Sir,  he  perceives  a  true  patho¬ 
logical  analogy  betwixt  the  laws 
which  govern  life  and  the  me- 
dicinals  of  the  Materia  Medica, 
and  which  medicines  are  con¬ 
centrated,  as  will  be  proved  in 
my  next,  in  the  Hygeist’s  Uni¬ 
versal  Medicines.  Indeed,  Sir, 
I  must  confess,  were  the  human 
body  a  mere  hydraulic  or  vapour 
machine,  the  iEsculapian  sys¬ 
tem  would  excel  that  of  the 
Hygeian  ;  but,  as  man  has  vital 
energy  and  moral  principle  to 
regulate  his  mechanism,  the 
Hygeian  practitioner  admits  of 
no  apology,  with  this  index  to 
point  out  the  cause  of  every 
disease  to  which  the  complicated 
machine  is  liable;  and,  upon  just 
physiological  reasoning,  power¬ 
ful  evacuating  remedies  will  co¬ 
operate  with  the  vis  medicatrix 
natures,  till  she  expels  out  of 
the  fluids  all  residua,  which 
render  them  too  grumus,  or 
obstruct  their  passages  in  the 
ramus  ramusculi,  (especially  of 
the  liver — this  organ  being  the 
eleonator,  or  spoiler  and  purifier 
of  the  whole  frame,)  conse¬ 
quently  cure  every  disease 
where  this  power  is  able  to  ex¬ 
cite  functional  action.  (It  is 
the  vital  power,  when  assisted, 
which  can  clear  the  blood  of 
all  residua,  consequently  cure 
disease  of  every  kind.)  With¬ 
out,  Sir,  entering  into  detail  of 
the  cause  and  cure  of  disease, 
which  the  limits  of  a  letter  can¬ 
not  afford,  and  omitting  many 
practical  demarcations,  which, 


in  every  disease,  separate  Hy¬ 
geian  from  Scalpel  Pathology, 
or  mode  of  treating  disease  in 
general,  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
of  proposing  another  query,  to 
which,  Sir,  no  rational  man  can 
withhold  a  positive  reply. — Has 
not  the  Scalpel  system  of  theory 
and  practice  got  a  sufficient 
number  of  subjects  to  explore 
the  remote  causes  of  pestilential 
diseases?  and  yet  its  advocates 
are  pressing  a  Bill  through  our 
Parliament  to  procure  more 
subjects,  to  enable  them  to 
grope  further  in  the  dark  for 
the  cause  of  Cholera,  &c.,  where 
no  cause  can  be  found.  Re¬ 
mark,  Sir,  every  day  that  a  post 
mortem  examination  is  deferred, 
an  organic  disease  will  be  seen 
which  could  not  be  observed  the 
day  before ;  and  defer  the  post 
mortem  view  a  little  longer,  a 
putrid  mass  or  mother  earth  will 
be  what  the  Scalpelist  shall  pos¬ 
sess  to  guide  him  in  preserving 
health.  As,  Sir,  you  perceive 
the  Scalpelist  has  failed,  by  his 
own  acknowledgment,  in  find¬ 
ing  the  cause  of  any  disease  in 
the  dead  body,  and  also,  as  la¬ 
mentable  experience  proves  he 
can  find  no  data  of  curing  pesti¬ 
lential  disease — is  it  not  high 
time  to  try  some  other  experi¬ 
ment?  This  the  Hygeist  soli¬ 
cits,  and  claims  as  his  right,  for 
mankind  will  receive  and  hail 
the  same  as  a  boon, — Parlia¬ 
ment  will  retrace  their  steps 
and  throw  out  the  Anatomy 
Bill, — the  dead  shall  rest  in  their 
graves  till  the  resurrection, — 
the  Hygeist’s  modus  operandi 
will  enable  the  vital  principle  to 
regulate  organic  function,  till 
they  counterbalance  each  other 
in  a  good  old  age,  then  volun¬ 
tarily  let  fly  the  moral  principle 
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to  the  region  of  immortality,  new  and  everlasting  era,  when 
and  they  themselves  (organs)  sorrow  and  siekness  shall  flee 
sleep  in  mother  earth’s  bosom,  away, 
till  awoke  on  the  morning  of  a 


To  the  Provost  of  Paisley. 


Sir, — In  my  first  letter  to 
you,  I  promised,  after  contrast¬ 
ing  the  Hygeian  with  the  popu¬ 
lar  Esculapian  Theory  of  Me¬ 
dicine,  to  prove  that  M orison’s 
Universal  Vegetable  Medicine 
has  concentrated  in  itself  all  the 
healing  virtues  of  the  Materia 
Medica.  Previous  to  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  this  apparent 
mystery,  it  is  deemed  necessary 
to  disclose  how  medicines  ope¬ 
rate  in  the  human  body,  and 
then  contrast  the  virtues  of  Mo- 
rison’s  Specific  with  those  of 
the  Materia  Medica.  In  the 
mechanism  of  man  infinite  wis¬ 
dom  is  displayed.  Every  part 
of  his  surface  is  provided  with 
ora,  or  pores,  to  carry  off,  in¬ 
sensibly,  useless  matter  from 
the  blood,  besides  other  larger 
emunctories  which  serve  as  sew¬ 
ers  for  the  same  purpose.  The 
more  grumus  the  sediment,  the 
larger  the  sewer  or  duct.  Their 
order, — 1st,  the  anus  ;  2d,  the 
mouth  ;  3d,  the  nostrils  ;  4th, 
the  eyes  ;  5th,  the  ears ;  6th, 
the  urethra  ;  7th,  the  super-ex- 
halants.  As  observed,  Sir,  in 
my  other  letter,  nature,  or  the 
vis  medicatrix  natures ,  per¬ 
forms  all  cures  that  take  place  ; 
and  the  most  powerful  and  best 
applied  medicine  can  only  assist 
her,  when  unable  to  accomplish 
this  end.  Agreeably  to  Hy¬ 
geian  theory,  which  cannot  be 
disputed,  all  diseases  commence 
in  the  blood,  and  these  seven 
order  of  ducts  are  all  the  ave¬ 
nues  by  which  the  blood  can 


possibly  be  cleared  of  its  residua, 
whether  this  residua  is  suspend¬ 
ed  in  any  fluid,  or  attached  to  any 
solid  of  the  body,  let  our  number 
of  medicines  be  ever  so  numer¬ 
ous.  Dr.  Ure’s  Materia  Medica, 
which  Therapeutics  admit  to  be 
correct  and  concise,  has  no  less 
than  twenty-four  tabula  of  re¬ 
medies,  each  of  which  contains 
from  five  to  fifty  drugs;  and  the 
j Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia  con¬ 
tains  four  hundred  and  eighty  ; 
— nor  is  it  singular  to  find  the 
list  of  drugs  in  some  European 
colleges  rate  so  high  as  one 
thousand, — while  our  own  enu¬ 
merate  our  diseases  774  !  But 
neither  the  number  of  drugs  nor 
the  number  of  diseases  to  which 
man  is  liable  is  yet  agreed  on 
by  Doctors,  more  than  is  the 
cause  of  disease,  the  quality  of 
medicines,  or  how  they  ought 
to  be  applied  to  accomplish  a 
cure.  Is  it  not,  Sir,  rather  to 
display  the  richness  of  nature’s 
store,  and  the  infinitude  of 
man’s  invention,  than  to  benefit 
the  distressed,  that  such  an  ex¬ 
hibition  of  inconsistent  techni¬ 
calities  tend  ?  When  we  con-* 
eider,  Sir,  that  nature  and  art 
can  only  cure  disease,  of  every 
name,  in  every  age,  sect,  grade, 
or  clime,  by  casting  something 
out  of  the  human  body  it  is  bet¬ 
ter  without,  and  that  there  is  no 
other  way  but  through  the  se¬ 
ven  order  of  outlets,  as  stated 
above,  to  cast  off  that  matter 
not  congenial  to  health,  is  it  not 
rational  to  suppose  that  less  than 
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seven  hundred  and  seventy-four 
names  might  serve  to  enable  a 
man  to  tell  what  ails  him  ? — 
and  might  not  less  than  four 
hundred  and  eighty  drugs  an¬ 
swer  the  purpose  of  carrying  off 
the  sediment  of  the  blood  and 
other  fluids,  through  all  the  se¬ 
ven  passages  which  the  Author 
of  nature  thought  sufficient  for 
the  purpose  ?  Were  the  pro¬ 
fessors  of  the  healing  art,  Sir,  to 
throw  out  of  their  medical  no¬ 
menclatures  all  mineral,  metal¬ 
lic,  and  fossil  preparations,  which 
kill  oftener  than  cure,  and  se¬ 
lect  seven  useful  medicines  from 
the  vegetable  tabula,  corres¬ 
ponding  to  the  seven  function¬ 
al  passages  for  casting  out  of 
the  body  the  deleterious  princi¬ 
ples  which  induce  disease  of 
every  type  and  genera, — then, 
and  not  till  then,  will  they  be 
able  to  rival  Morison  and  Moat, 
President  and  Vice-President  of 
the  British  College  of  Health. 
Having,  Sir,  I  presume,  fulfil¬ 
led  my  first  proposal,  which  is 
announced  in  the  exordium  of 
this  epistle,  I  now  proceed  to 
illustrate  my  next  proposition, 
which  is, — to  contrast  the  Uni¬ 
versal  Vegetable  Medicine  with 
the  Materia  Medica;  and  I  shall 
leave  it  to  you,  Sir,  and  the  in¬ 
telligent  part  of  the  community, 
to  judge  which  has  the  stronger 
claim  on  public  patronage.  In 
the  first  place,  then,  Sir,  does 
the  Materia  Medica  assist  na¬ 
ture  to  throw  off,  per  anno,  the 
gross  sediment  of  food,  blood, 
and  bile  ?  Does  it  assist  her  to 
clear  the  bronchial  ramifications 
by  the  mouth  ?  Does  it  assist 
nature  in  promoting  the  secre¬ 
tions, — nasal,  orbital,  aural  ? 
Does  it  also  convey,  per  ure¬ 
thra,  urinal  or  renal  secretions  ? 


And,  lastly,  does  the  Materia 
Medica  co-operate  with  this 
power  of  nature  to  relieve  the 
extreme  arterial  vessels  through 
the  super-exhalants,  styled  per¬ 
spiration?  If  the  Materia  Me¬ 
dica,  under  the  present  system 
of  Pathology,  can  aid  nature  in 
all  her  seven  orders  of  emuncto- 
ries,  to  clear  the  blood,  &c.,  of 
their  impurities,  without  creat¬ 
ing  pain,  but  alleviating  it, — if 
the  laboratory  can  combine  dras¬ 
tic  purges,  powerful  diuretics, 
profuse  diaphorities,  large  bron¬ 
chial  sputa,  free  nasal,  aural,  and 
orbital  excretions, — and,  at  the 
same  time,  induce  sleep,  anima¬ 
tion,  exhilaration,  digestion, — in 
a  word,  invigorate  the  body, 
make  the  diseased  man  healthv, 
the  old  grey  withered  man  fresh, 
brisk,  and  blooming, —  then,  and 
not  till  then,  dare  the  present 
system  of  Pathology,  with  all 
the  four  hundred  and  eighty 
drugs  of  the  Materia  Medica, 
attempt  to  rival  the  Hygeian 
discovery, — which  an  unborn 
generation  can  fully  enjoy  and 
appreciate.  Does,  Sir,  the  Ma¬ 
teria  Medica  establish  the  ge¬ 
neral  health  of  those  who  feed 
most  upon  its  dainties, — salts, 
senna,  magnesia,  castor-oil,  bark, 
opium, calomel,  &c.,  &c.  ?  And, 
again,  when  recovery  from  a 
disease  happens,  on  the  Escula- 
pian  principles  of  the  Materia 
Medica,  from  bleeding,  blister¬ 
ing,  and  merculiarizing,  &c., 
is  life  prolonged  to  the  recover¬ 
ed  man  ?  Oh,  no,— it  is  too 
notorious  that  this  system  of 
curing  one  organ  is  calculated 
to  kill  another  organ.  For  in¬ 
stance,  when  laudanum,  (the 
most  useful  Medicine  in  the 
whole  book  of  drugs,)  removes 
the  patient’s  pain,  does  it  re- 
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move  the  cause  of  that  pain,  so 
that  no  ill  follows  when  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  insensible  ? — no  :  the 
animal  fibre  is  only  paralyzed, 
or,  in  other  more  expressive 
terms,  so  much  of  the  patient’s 
vital  energy  is  murdered,  from 
the  anodyne  draught,  if  the 
cause  of  the  pain  is  not  carried 
out  of  the  body.  Blistering,  Sir, 
has  the  same  mischievous  con¬ 
sequences  as  opium,  but  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  greater  aggravation, 
and  more  deadly  effects.  The 
pain  of  one  part  may  be  pallia¬ 
ted,  and  the  cause  of  the  pain 
propelled  into  another  place, 
where  it  insidiously  forms  cal¬ 
culi,  adhesion,  or  enlargement ; 
and  it,  in  some  disguised  way, 
never  fails  to  undermine  the  vi¬ 
tal  spark.  This  is  no  gratuitous 
assertion,  destitute  of  science  ; 
but  it  is  an  assertion  founded 
upon  the  basis  of  true  Physiolo¬ 
gy.  The  blister  takes  the  se¬ 
rum,  only,  from  the  blood,  this 
being  the  nutrition  of  the  body, 
and  leaves  the  residua,  or  sedi¬ 
ment,  the  cause  of  the  pain, 
behind,  to  form  disease  in  af¬ 
ter  life.  Oh,  Grave  !  couldst 
thou  speak,  thou  wouldst  re¬ 
turn  more  thanks  to  the  Es- 
culapian  principles  of  the  Ma¬ 
teria  Medica  for  thy  morning 
repast,  than  thou  wouldst  to 
the  man  who  wept  for  want  of 
a  cause  to  shed  more  human 
gore  !  And  is  not  bleeding  at¬ 
tended,  Sir,  with  still  more 
mortal  devastation  ?  Where, 
Sir,  is  the  old  man  who  has 
been  often  bled,  or  blistered, 
or  mercurialized,  or  paralyzed, 
upon  such  principles?  The  grave 
may  reply,  for  he  is  not  among 
the  living.  You  will,  no  doubt, 
in  astonishment,  Sir,  ask  me, 
under  such  alarming  circum¬ 


stances  ^acute  inflammation)  as 
demand  immediate  relief,  What 
other  expediency  can  be  adopted? 
Let  the  cause  be  removed  by 
some  suitable  evacuant,  and 
health  will  follow ;  and  if  a  bet¬ 
ter  and  more  effectual  remedy, 
to  evacuate  the  dross  of  the 
blood,  than  M orison’s  Pills,  can 
be  applied,  it  shall  have  my  ap¬ 
probation  ;  for,  believe  me,  Sir, 
I  am  none  of  those  dogmatical, 
systematic  men,  who  consider 
there  can  be  any  stage  in  human 
institutions  entitled  to  the  stamp 
of  perfection.  I  have  been 
trained  up  in  the  old  school, 
Sir,  and  during  the  last  twenty 
years  I  have  been  endeavouring, 
with  my  puny  efforts,  to  restore 
and  preserve  the  health  of  man¬ 
kind — and  the  Universal  Vege¬ 
table  Medicine  is  the  first  spe¬ 
cific  that  ever  received  my 
sanction.  Till  of  late,  I  held 
this  false  opinion,  that  it  was 
incompatible  with  the  laws 
which  govern  the  organization 
of  man,  that  in  all  ages,  stages, 
sects,  and  climes,  any  medical 
compound  could  prevent  and 
cure  every  disease,  while  these 
laws  could  perform  functional 
action.  No  doubt,  Sir,  you  will 
conjoin  with  the  profession,  as 
I  have  hitherto  done  myself,  and 
shout  “  Quack,  Quack!  ”  One 
sentence  on  the  meaning  of  this, 
of  all  words  the  most  contemp¬ 
tible,  I  hope,  will  be  sufficient  to 
penetrate  the  shield  of  prejudice, 
(for  every  man  in  the  world  is 
either  less  or  more  equipped  in 
this  coat  of  mail — prejudice  ; 
and  he  who  denies  the  fact  denies 
human  nature,)  and  expose  to 
your  own  good  sense  the  appli¬ 
cableness  of  the  adage,  quinum 
sunt  homines  non  in  re  sed  no¬ 
mine :  or,  some  men  are  nothing 
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in  reality  but  the  name.  Our 
present  Faculty  would  fain  clear 
themselves  of  quackery,  because 
they  have  the  sanction  of  law 
for  their  mode  of  attaining  a 
spurious  system  of  science  and 
carrying  it  into  effect,  although 
that  system  has  mythology  for 
its  father,  antiquity  for  its  mo¬ 
ther,  ignorance  its  offspring, 
money  its  object,  and  death  its 
end.  A  quack,  Sir,  is  a  person 
who  assumes  to  restore  and  pre¬ 
serve  health,  ignorant  of  the 
means  most  efficient  for  the 
purpose.  Infer  what  you  may, 
Sir,  without  detailing  particu¬ 
lars  ;  and  absorbed  in  astonish¬ 
ment,  as  I  was  once  myself,  you 
will  be  ready  to  throw  these 
pages  of  novelty  behind  the 
screen ;  or,  Sir,  you  will  de¬ 
mand,  in  the  name  of  common- 
sense,  (what  few  great  men  do,) 
how  can  a  man  be  qualified  to 
perform  any  surgical  operation 
without  dissecting  the  human 
body?  Answer — he  can  be 
taught  to  operate,  as  well  and 
better,  without  human  dissec¬ 
tion  than  with  it;  and  I  challenge 
the  professed  sons  of  the  Scalpel, 
whether  did  they  learn  their  art 
on  thedead  oronthelivingbody? 
I  ask  the  adept  Surgeon,  had  he 
not  to  commence  on  a  new  prin¬ 
ciple  when  he  began  his  profes¬ 
sion  ?  I  ask  him,  does  he  find 
any  analogy  betwixt  the  grasp 
of  a  dead  and  that  of  a  living 
member, — and  can  he  tell  me 
the  feeling  is  the  same  in  his 
hand  ?  Is  there  any  elasticity, 
circulation,  vital  energy,  adipose 
celular  substance,  in  the  dead,  to 
qualify  him  how  to  handle  the 
knife  when  cutting  these  in  the 
living  ?  Can  he  say  the  same 
force  will  answer  both  purposes  ? 
Does  it  require  the  same  exer¬ 


tion  to  puncture  the  living  as  it 
does  the  dead  skin  ?  No  ;  ex¬ 
cept  the  latter  is  in  a  mortified 
state.  Be  assured,  Sir,  what¬ 
ever  skill  the  Esculapian  obtains 
in  his  profession,  is  acquired, 
not  at  the  dissecting-table,  but, 
like  the  physician,  he  is  taught 
at  the  bed-side  of  the  patient, 
and  that,  too,  at  the  expense  of 
much  bodily  pain, — nay,  death. 
But,  Sir,  that  none  can  cure 
death,  is  a  cloak  which  fits  the 
shoulders  of  every  ignoramus  in 
the  Eusculapian  trade.  Happy 
for  mankind,  that  garment,  which 
hitherto  covered  even  the  igno¬ 
rance  and  delusion  of  French 
M.  D.s  and  M.  C.s,  is  now  so 
defaced  and  thread-bare,  that 
the  most  blind  old  wife  can  see 
through  it ;  and  happy  would 
it  have  been  for  the  human  fa¬ 
mily  there  never  had  been  such 
a  profession  organized, — instinct 
would  have  been  as  kind  to 
them  as  she  has  been  to  other 
animals.  Probably  you  will  be 
ready,  Sir,  to  question  my  be¬ 
lief  in  casualties,  and  point  out 
a  Providential  fiat,  in  these  de¬ 
solating  times,  over  which  hu¬ 
man  science  and  human  pru¬ 
dence  have  no  control.  Pro¬ 
vidence,  you  will  inform  me,  is 
pouring  out  his  judgments  on 
us  for  our  sins.  In  this  we  are 
agreed,  with  a  litde  difference. 
We,  Sir,  sin, — and  that  pre¬ 
sumptuously,  too,  while  we  do 
not  lift  our  voice  against  a  sys¬ 
tem  which  holds  rewards  up, 
for  resurrecting  murderers  to 
win  the  prize.  Oh,  Sir !  how 
often  have  our  Scalpelists  in¬ 
formed  their  students  this  wras 
a  murdered  man, — let  us  search 
after  the  monster,  that  he  may 
suffer  the  penalty  of  the  law,  — 
and  that  no  subject  henceforth 
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be  ever  laid  on  our  table,  to 
wound  our  feelings  ?  How  of¬ 
ten,  Sir,  do  our  professors  of 
Scalpelism  desire  their  porter 
not  to  employ  any  resurrection¬ 
ist  but  a  sober,  moral  man  ? — 
and  how  often  do  they  try  them 
regarding  morality,  and  say  to 
them, — our  profession  is  a  law¬ 
fully-binding  moral  duty,  based 
on  the  sixth  commandment  ne¬ 
gatively, — thou  shalt  not  kill ; 
positively  thou  shalt  use  none 
but  lawful  means  to  preserve 
life  ;  tell  no  lies,  nor  swear,  nor 
covet,  nor  steal,  nor  drink,  nor 
bear  false  witness,  as  you  go 
out  in  quest  of  the  subject,  till 
we  qualify  ourselves  in  this  our 
moral  profession  ? 

Oh,  Sir  !  this  subject  is  of 
too  vast  importance  to  be  either 
read  of,  or  treated  with  levity 
or  indifference.  So  long,  Sir,  as 
we  give  our  influence  to  such 
an  unhallowed  system,  we  must 
partake  in  its  evils.  So  long 
as  we  wink  at  it,  Sir,  let  our  mo¬ 
tive  be  ever  so  upright,  we  are 
implicated  in  the  crime,  and,  un¬ 
repented  of,  cannot  escape  the 
punishment.  Now,  at  this  mo¬ 
ment,  we  perceive  verified,  in 
legible  letters,  that  he  who  runs 
may  read, — Fools,  for  their  sin 
and  their  offence,  do  sore  afflic¬ 
tion  bear.  If  you,  Sir,  imagine,  as 
many  of  the  purblind  profession 
do,  that  our  Cholera  is  a  direct 
judgment  from  God,  I  am  sorry 
to  say  we  differ  in  our  opinions; 
but  if  you  say  it  is  an  indirect 
judgment,  that  has  a  natural 
cause,  and  this  cause  is  under 
our  own  control,  we  so  far 
agree, — for,  Sir,  it  is  very  ea¬ 
sily  proved  that  this  plague  is 
not  a  direct  scourge,  but  an  in¬ 
direct  scourge  of  God.  This 
may  appear  paradoxical,  till  we 


reflect  that  a  thunderbolt,  au 
earthquake,  a  waterspout,  or  any 
other  such  bursting  of  nature’s 
laws,  is  a  direct  judgment ;  but 
human  suffering,  from  sick¬ 
ness,  that  might  have  been  pre¬ 
vented,  by  attending  to  proper 
means,  is  only  an  indirect  judg¬ 
ment.  Hence  I  infer,  as  our 
mortal  disease  can  be  traced  to 
its  cause,  and  that  cause  lay 
within  our  sphere  to  remove,  we 
charge  God  falsely  in  throwing 
the  blame  on  him  ;  and  while  we 
cry  it  is  a  disease  without  a  na¬ 
tural  cause,  we  only  expose  our 
own  ignorance.  As  writing  this 
letter  to  you,  Sir,  without  liber¬ 
ty,  was  a  digression,  so  the 
whole  epistle  is  made  up  of  di¬ 
gressions  ;  but  as  all  bear  to  the 
point  of  preserving  health,  it  is 
presumed  an  observation  or  two 
on  the  remote,  predisposing,  and 
exciting  causes  of  Cholera,  will 
also  be  a  similar  digression. 
That  interest  which  naturally 
impressed  every  other  mind,  no 
doubt,  induced  you,  Sir,  to  per¬ 
use  in  the  daily  press,  those 
sketches  on  Cholera  by  the  Fa¬ 
culty,  from  almost  every  part  of 
Europe  ;  and  although  beauti¬ 
fully  delineated  in  all  the  garnish 
of  technical  lore,  defining  symp¬ 
tom  after  symptom  while  the 
patient  was  alive,  and  conse¬ 
quence  after  consequence  when 
dead,  do  you  recollect  to  see 
the  cause  of  one  symptom  men¬ 
tioned,  or  one  of  all  who  have 
written  on  the  subject  state 
that  the  gangrenous  spot,  on  an 
intestine,  was  the  effect  of  some 
matter  which  should  have  been 
carried  away  by  appropriate 
purges,  or  was  the  consequence 
of  preternatural  action  of  the 
intestine  to  cast  out  bad  matter 
which  lay  more  remote  from  the 
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part?  No,  Sir,  neither  you,  nor 
any  other  man,  has  seen  so  plain 
a  truth  from  such  a  quarter. 
The  disease  called  Cholera  is 
no  other  than  any  fever  or 
plague,  under  the  mask  of 
technical  delusion.  The  vomit¬ 
ing  and  purging  are  not  disease  ; 
nor  reaction — nor  colapse — nor 
laborious  respiration — nor  trem¬ 
bling— nor  spasm— no,  nor  sweat¬ 
ing — nor  starting — nor  all  these 
put  together;  and  why,  because 
they  are  relative  terms.  Each 
points  to  its  own  cause ;  and 
that  cause  is  not  a  negative 
something  as  the  would-be  phy¬ 
siologist  says,  but  the  disease  of 
the  whole  technical  parapher¬ 
nalia  of  yellow,  black-spotted, 
typhus,  nutior,  gravior,  remit¬ 
tent,  intermittent,  tropical,  &c., 
&c.  And  also  plague  Cho¬ 
lera — Asiatic,  Continental  and 
British — have  but  turn  remote 
causes ;  the  one  without,  and 
the  other  within,  the  human 
body.  The  internal  cause  com¬ 
mences  in  the  blood,  but  does 
not  end  there,  nor  remains  in  it. 
The  first  organ  that  the  polluted 
blood  affects,  is  the  liver ;  the 
blood  vessels  of  which  are  like 
a  large  tree  divested  of  its  leaves. 
The  use  of  the  liver  is  to  clear 
the  blood  of  bile  ;  and,  by  pour¬ 
ing  it  into  the  intestines,  or 
common  alvine  sewer,  it  stimu¬ 
lates  them  to  carry  out  of  the 
body  the  residuum  of  our  food. 
When  the  bile  is  impure,  it 
does  not  answer  this  purpose. 
It  either  stagnates  in  the  ductus, 
communus  choledocus,  or  pro¬ 
duces  costiveness,  (the  suscept¬ 
ible  state  for  Cholera,  See.,)  or 
excites  the  stomach  and  bowels 
to  over-action.  These  symp¬ 
toms,  or  efforts  of  nature  to 
relieve  herself  of  the  crudities 


in  the  biliary  ducts,  ought  not 
to  be  interrupted  by  laudanum, 
weakened  by  bleeding  and 
blistering,  but  ought  to  be 
powerfully  assisted  by  emetics 
and  purgatives, — such  as  Mo- 
rison’s  pills  (the  most  effectual  i 
ever  tried),  till  all  the  deleteri¬ 
ous  poison  be  completely  cleared 
out  of  the  hepatic  region.  As 
no  man  has  too  much  blood, 
but  nine-tenths  of  us  too  little, 
especially  in  pestilential  diseas¬ 
es,  to  buoy  up  the  frame  against 
the  general  debility  which  at¬ 
tend,  or  subsequently  follow 
them — and  as  every  man’s  blood, 
from  the  unavoidable  casualties 
to  which  we  are  exposed,  is 
less  or  more  polluted — no  er¬ 
ror  can  hardly  be  committed  in 
purging  too  much.  The  great 
and  mortal  error  into  which 
Esculapians  have  fallen  in  the 
treatment  of  pestilentials,  is 
mistaking  the  symptoms  of  these 
diseases,  or  the  efforts  of  na¬ 
ture  (to  throw  out  their  cause), 
for  the  disease  itself.  They  take 
always  the  effect  for  the  cause. 
They  tell  us  to  combat  each  and 
every  symptom  as  it  appears. 
They  look  on  the  disease  to  be 
a  complication  of  symptoms  ; 
but  never  do  they  tell  us  that  all 
the  anomalous  train  of  symptoms 
originate  from  a  disguised  cause 
in  the  pori  biliari ;  and  although, 
in  every  cure  which  takes  place, 
before  their  eyes,  the  action  of 
the  intestines  introduces  the 
happy  convalescent  stage,  by 
casting  per  ano,  per  urethra, 
or  by  some  other  outlet,  or  by 
all  together,  the  cause  of  the 
symptoms,  impure  bile,  being 
not  discoverable  by  dissection. 
Often  do  they  mention  that  hard 
accumulated  faeces  are  purged,  or 
a  diarrhoea  relieves  the  sufferer , 
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yet  are  tlieir  eyes,  one  would  be 
led  to  say,  wilfully  shut  against 
the  cause  which  produced  their 
infinitude  of  diseases.  It  ap¬ 
pears  to  me,  Sir,  that  no  disease 
is  more  easily  arrested  in  the 
first  stage  than  Cholera.  The 
biliary  ducts,  where  the  blood 
deposites  all  its  dross,  ought 
to  be  emptied,  insianter,  by  the 
physician,  when  called  to  a 
patient.  Mercury  has  hither¬ 
to  been  employed  by  legal  and 
illegal  practitioners,  and  often 
has  accomplished  the  end,  but, 
alas!  at  so  great  expense  of 
both  purse  and  health,  that,  in 
many  instances  neither  could 
be  restored.  I  consider,  Sir, 
health  to  be  the  operative’s  ca¬ 
pital.  If  he  who  steals  a  man’s 
purse  steals  trash,  when  com¬ 
pared  to  character,  what  is  it  to 
rob  mankind  of  health  ?  Hav¬ 
ing  shown,  Sir,  that  the  inter¬ 
nal  cause  of  pestilentials,  cho¬ 
lera,  &c.,  &c.,  is  the  residium 
of  the  blood  in  the  pori  biliari 
of  the  liver,  and  that  the  vomit¬ 
ing  and  purging,  &c.,  are  only 
efforts  of  the  powers  of  life  to 
clear  the  body  of  this  offensive 
matter,  and  that  purging  and 
vomiting  well,  with  vegetable 
medicines  that  will  promote  all 
the  other  secretions,  and  also 
promote  appetite,  and  not  sick¬ 
en,  will  cure  every  case  of  Cho¬ 
lera  while  the  patient  is  in  a  cur¬ 
able  state.  I  shall  now  glance, 
very  transiently,  at  the  external 
remote  cause  of  pestilentials,  as 
enumerated  above,  which  pro¬ 
duces  impure  blood.  The  most 
intelligent  physician  that  ever 
prescribed  to  man  informed  us 
it  is  not  that  which  entereth  in 
at  the  mouth  defileth  a  man,  be¬ 
cause  the  lacteal  vessels  refuse 
every  kind  of  matter  but  that 
which  is  congenial  to  the  health 


of  man  ;  and  hence  the  inspired 
Physician  spoke  physiologically 
when  he  said,  that  which  goeth 
in  by  the  mouth,  if  impure,  is 
carried  out  through  the  draft. 
But  our  physicians,  Sir,  are  of  a 
different  opinion  ;  for  there  is 
scarcely  a  good  creature  of  God 
belonging  to  either  the  animal 
or  vegetable  kingdom,  but  has 
got  blame  as  a  cause  of  our  dire¬ 
ful  disease  :  nor  has  his  good  at¬ 
mosphere,  which,  with  the  rest 
of  his  creatures,  received  the 
royal  stamp  of  perfection,  escaped 
their  criticism  and  blame.  But 
sorry  am  I  to  say  that  this  is 
not  a  solitary  instance  where 
these  physicians  disagree;  nor  do 
they  appear  to  approach  each 
other  on  any  other  branch  of 
the  system.  Passing  over,  for 
this  time,  every  physiological 
doctrine  wherein  our  would-be 
physicians  and  the  unchange¬ 
able  and  unerring  Physician 
differ,  I  have  shown  that  it 
i3  not  through  food  alone  in 
epidemics  that  the  blood  be¬ 
comes  infected,  nor  can  it  be 
through  the  skin,  as  its  exha- 
lants  counterbalance  its  absor¬ 
bents.  The  skin,  agreeably  to 
a  wise  law  of  our  Creator,  is 
continually  ejecting  impurities 
out  of  it ;  and  as  it  requires 
strong  friction  to  introduce  any¬ 
thing  through  the  skin,  it  is 
evident  we  cannot  be  infected 
in  this  way  either.  That  it 
is  only  through  the  lungs  that 
the  blood  otherwise  can  pos¬ 
sibly  be  contaminated,  daily 
experience  proves  to  the  com¬ 
monest  observer  of  Nature’s 
laws.  While  a  pure  air  is  in¬ 
haled,  there  is  no  danger  of  ever 
infecting  our  blood,  except  we 
violate  Nature’s  voice,  in  cram¬ 
ming  ourselves  with  too  much 
food  or  improper  physic.  The 
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atmosphere,  as  given  to  us  by 
Him  who  made  it,  is  very  good 
in  all  parts  of  the  world.  If 
animalization  consume  its  oxy¬ 
gen  or  vital  principle,  vegetation 
keeps  up  the  equilibrium  by  re¬ 
storing  the  deficiency.  That 
we  could  not  survive  one  min¬ 
ute  without  this  vital  principle, 
one-fourth  of  which  composes 
our  atmosphere,  requires  no  ar¬ 
gument  to  demonstrate.  Every 
inspiration  of  an  adult  consumes 
sixteen  cubic  inches  of  thin  air, 
four  inches  of  which  ought  to  be 
oxygen.  Viewing  the  quantity 
of  oxygen  a  family  require  during 
the  hours  of  sleep,  we  should 
not  wonder  if  many  of  them 
have  dry  parched  tongues  in  the 
morning,  who  are  obliged  to 
spend  days  and  nights  in  small 
apartments,  ill-ventilated  ;  nor 
should  we  be  astonished  to  per¬ 
ceive  those  so  circumstanced  in  a 
susceptible  state  for  any  pestilen¬ 
tial  disease  to  which  local  circum¬ 
stances  expose  them.  From  thus 
destroying  our  good  atmosphere, 
our  blood  becomes  impure.  Let 
us  use  lawful  means  to  correct 
the  evil  of  our  own  creating,  and 
not  blame  either  God  or  his 
good  creatures. 

From  this  doctrine,  it  is  man¬ 
ifest,  that  although  pestilential 
diseases  concoct  in  the  impurities 
of  the  blood,  they  are  neverthe¬ 
less  transmittable  from  one  per¬ 
son  to  another.  He  who  affirms 
that  such  diseases,  Sir,  are  ne¬ 
ver  propagated  but  by  infection, 
is  as  ignorant  of  Physiology  as 
the  man  who  denies  their  infec¬ 
tion  altogether.  Dark  surfaces 
of  large  towns  have  also  the  pe¬ 
culiar  power  of  depriving  our 
atmosphere  of  its  oxygen.  Let 
us  attend,  like  true  physiolo¬ 
gists,  to  this  evil  also,  and  whi¬ 


ten  all  dark  walls,  & c.,  and  we 
will  he  still  more  secure  against 
epidemic  causes.  When  the 
rays  of  light  or  of  oxygen  are 
denied  us,  our  blood  soon  be¬ 
comes  impregnated  with  resi¬ 
dua,  which,  as  it  were,  chokes 
the  ramus  ramusculi  of  the  great 
sanguiferous  tree  of  the  liver, 
from  which  all  epidemics  and 
many  other  diseases  originate. 

Having  trespassed  too  long 
on  your  time,  I  cut  short,  re¬ 
maining,  Sir,  very  truly, 

Your  most  humble 
And  obedt.  Servt., 

J.  Greer,  P.H.S., 

And  M.  ofB.C.  H.,  London. 

P.  S. — Sir,  Having  brought 
forward  more  subjects  in  the 
above  epistles  than  I  intended, 
they  are  not  so  illustrative  as  I 
could  wish;  yet  I  hope  they 
will  tend  to  prepare  your  fertile 
mind  for  my  larger  treatise, 
which  is  anticipated  will  dis¬ 
close,  to  your  satisfaction,  much 
phenomena  regarding  pestilen¬ 
tial  disease,  not  hitherto,  by 
any  other  Therapeutic,  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  public. 

I  now  proceed  to  state  my 
twofold  motive  in  dedicating  my 
epistles  to  you,  Sir. 

First, — I  consider  the  merit, 
which  must  have  attended  all 
your  movements  in  society,  and 
which  has  raised  you  to  the 
distinguished  office  you  now,  I 
hope,  judiciously  and  conscien¬ 
tiously  discharge,  worthy  to  be 
honoured  as  the  passport  of 
Medical  reform  into  that  society 
which  enjoys  the  privileges  of 
that  merit. 

Second, — I  am  well  aware  of 
the  fatherly  sympathy  which 
must,  at  all  times,  call  into  requi¬ 
sition  every  faculty  of  that  mind, 
so  propitiously  circumstanced  for 


the  promotion  of  happiness  as 
yours  is;  and  that,  when  once 
convinced  of  the  necessity,  im¬ 
portance,  and  practicability  of 
this  reform,  you  will  consider  of 
patronising  the  same,  and  there¬ 
by  promote  to  the  summit  your 
present  and  future  glory. 

As  above,  I  remain,  with 
becoming  respect,  and  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  your  authority, 

Sir, 

Your  very  true  and  devoted 
Servant  to  the  good  cause, 
J.  Greer,  Hygeist, 

P.  B.  C.  H.,  London. 


Down,  down  with  human 
dissection!  it  has  introduced  a 
spurious  system  of  Physiology, 
calculated  to  mislead  its  adepts, 
who  must  admit  that  I  will 
qualify  for  Surgery,  Physic,  and 
Midwifery,  any  intelligent  stu¬ 
dent,  as  well  in  six  months,  on 
Hygeian  principles,  as  any  Col¬ 
lege  in  Europe  will  accomplish 
in  three  years. 

J.  G. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Belfast  Guardian. 


Sir, — As  I  could  not,  owing 
to  the  limited  notice,  and  to  my 
professional  avocation,  do  my¬ 
self  the  pleasure  to  reply  to  the 
College  Secretary’s  request  at 
November  last,  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  deemed  too  late  yet,  nor 
ostentatious  now,  to  make  a 
few  observations  regarding  the 
organization  of  a  Medical  School, 
in  connexion  with  the  Belfast 
Institution.  The  necessity  of 
a  Medical  School  or  College  in 
Belfast,  is  admitted  by  all  ranks 
of  the  community, — and  as  the 
Board  of  Visitors  and  Managers 
have  called  upon  me  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  you,  Sir,  what  I  con¬ 
sider  to  be  the  latest  improve¬ 
ments  and  discoveries  in  the 
mode  of  teaching  the  surgical 
and  medical  sciences, — in  the 
first  place,  I  beg  to  observe  that, 
in  my  opinion,  the  mode  of 
teaching  the  surgical  and  medi¬ 
cal  professions,  requires  radical 
reform ;  and  which,  Sir,  you 
might  have  heard,  had  you  been 
present  at  my  lecture  on  the 


April  16,  1831. 

evening  I  received  your  letter. 
In  the  second  place,  I  observe, 
according  to  my  information, 
the  College  of  London  is,  as  it 
should,  and  as  it  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  do  nearly  twenty 
years  ago,  merging  into  one  the 
distinctions  between  surgeons 
and  physicians.  As  the  surgeon 
and  the  physician  are  taught  in 
the  same  classes,  possessed  of 
the  same  qualifications,  and 
having  mostly  the  same  duties 
to  perform,  in  my  opinion,  they 
ought  to  enjoy  the  same  titles  ; 
and  whatever  branch  of  science 
tends  to  qualify  best  for  the  re¬ 
storation  and  preservation  of 
health,  that  ought  to  be  most 
studied  by  the  profession ;  and 
whatever  science  ought  to  be 
most  studied  by  the  profession, 
requires  the  best  qualified  pro¬ 
fessor.  Now,  as  it  is  admitted 
by  the  whole  profession  that 
Physiology  is  the  most  import¬ 
ant  of  the  whole  medical  sci¬ 
ences  for  restoring  and  preserv¬ 
ing  health,  ought  we  not  to  sa- 
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crifice  every  motive  of  honour 
and  interest  to  procure  a  well- 
qualified  physiologist?  Ought 
not  the  doors  of  our  Institution 
to  be  thrown  open  to  European 
competition  to  fill  the  Physiolo¬ 
gical  chair  ?  If  a  man  may  be 
acquainted  with  every  other 
branch  of  the  profession,  and 
yet  remain  ignorant  of  Physiolo¬ 
gy,  we  should  not  take,  as  a 
guarantee  for  Physiology,  a 
knowledge  of  every  other  branch 
of  the  profession.  If  it  be  ad¬ 
mitted  that  an  accurate  know¬ 
ledge  of  Physiology  is  indispen¬ 
sably  nececessary  to  constitute 
a  successful  practitioner,  it  must 
also  be  admitted  that  an  awful 
responsibility  awaits  the  man 
who  assumes  to  the  high  office 
of  medical  professor  or  practi¬ 
tioner,  destitute  of  physiologi¬ 
cal  knowledge.  If  Physiology 
is  comprised  in  a  knowledge  of 
those  laws  which  govern  the 
human  animal  economy,  is  it 
not  rational  there  should  be  a 
professorship  established  in  every 
college,  to  study  these  laws ! 
Alas,  no  such  professorship  ex¬ 
ists  on  our  globe  !  Superficial 
thinkers  may  and  do  confuse 
minute  Anatomy  with  Physiolo¬ 
gy  ;  but  as  the  one  is  only  an 
art,  and  the  other  a  science,  I 
can  trace  no  analogy  between 
them  :  and  others  are  led,  from 
popular  opinion,  to  believe  that 
those  appearances  exposed  by 
the  scalpel  on  the  dead  subject, 
are  physiological  ;  but  this  is 
spurious, — yea,  the  shadow  of 
Physiology.  This  is  only  the 
consequences  of  disease;  nor  can 
any  analogy  be  traced  between 
the  laws  which  govern  life  and 
the  laws  which  govern  death. 
Putrefactive  fermentation  pre¬ 
sents  itself  here  ;  vital  influence 


presents  itself  there, — a  gulf  is 
fixed  betwixt  them,  too  great  to 
admit  intercourse  for  obtaining 
physiological  knowledge.  A 
third  class  of  opinionists  may 
and  do  imagine  that  Chemistry 
is  connected  with  Physiology  ; 
but  as  Chemistry  is  that  science 
which  teaches  the  analysis  and 
synthesis  of  matter, — animal, 
vegetable,  mineral,  or  serial,  it 
is  quite  distinct  from  Physiolo¬ 
gy.  Again,  a  fourth  class  of 
persons  suspect  that  a  refined 
classic  taste  must  be,  at  least, 
auxiliary  to  the  obtainment  of 
physiological  knowledge ;  and 
so  general  is  this  opinion,  that 
the  man  who  has  stored  his 
mind  with  classical,  though  fa¬ 
bulous  story,  may  almost  im¬ 
pose  any  dogma  he  wishes 
to  establish.  Although  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  anatomy,  chemistry, 
and  classic  history,  each  in  its 
place,  is  useful,*  yet,  neither  any, 
nor  all  of  these,  can  be  a  substi¬ 
tute  for  the  knowledge  of  those 
laws  which  govern  the  human 
animal  economy.  If  there  be 
no  analogy  between  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  disease  on  the  dead, 
and  the  laws  which  govern  the 
living,  nor  between  Anatomy, 
Chemistry,  and  classic  taste,  and 
these  laws  which  regulate  the 
vital  principle,  nevertheless, 
there  is  a  beautiful  and  philo¬ 
sophic  analogy  between  all  the 
medicinal  means  of  life,  and  the 
symptoms  of  disease  on  the 
laws  which  govern  life.  Without 
entering  into  detail,  to  develop 
more  simply  at  present  this  sen- 

*  Anatomy,  instead  of  being  use¬ 
ful  to  acquire  true  Physiology,  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  now  a  means  to  dis¬ 
qualify  for  obtaining  a  knowledge  of 
the  science  for  the  medical  teacher  or 
practiser. 
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tence,  I  proceed  to  state  my 
opinion,  how  the  Board  of 
Visitors  and  Managers  can  se¬ 
lect  a  properly  qualified  physi¬ 
cian,  to  fill  the  Physiological 
Chair  of  the  Belfast  College — 
Let  each  candidate,  after  pre¬ 
senting  his  collegiate  testimo¬ 
nials,  subject  a  treatise  of  his 
physiological  theory,  deduced, 
not  from  the  medical  history  of 
other  men’s  practice,  as  is  usually 
the  case,  hut  from  his  own,  and 
let  the  success  which  followed 
this  practice  of  pestilential  dis¬ 
eases  be  candidly  stated,  and 
from  mature  deliberation,  I  am 
led  to  conclude  there  can  be  no 
other  sufficient  test  whereby  one 
man’s  physiological  qualifica¬ 
tions  can  be  distinguished  from 
those  of  another.  Enlightened 
public  opinion,  and  this  alone, 
when  put  in  possession  of  such 
means,  can,  and  will,  draw  an 
accurate  distinction  between  the 
qualified  and  the  non-qualified 
physiologist. 

There  are,  Sir,  and,  alas  !  too 
many  of  my  professional  breth¬ 
ren  who  practise,  in  our  death 
or  life  profession,  on  other  men’s 
plans,  and  not  on  their  own  ; 
because  other  great  men  pre¬ 
scribe  thus,  they  do  so  too. 
Let  the  consequences  be  what 
they  may,  the  same  hackneyed 
system  is  pursued.  Would  these 
credulous  practitioners  be  guid¬ 
ed  by  others  in  feeding  them¬ 
selves  ? — They  would  not ; — 
and  how  should  reason  be  sup¬ 
pressed  from  questioning  the 
cause,  when  disease  is  prema¬ 
turely  slaying  its  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  every  day?  There  must  be 
something  radically  wrong,  when 
we  have  not  yet  discovered  the 
means  how  to  preserve,  or  re¬ 
store  ourselves  from  the  first 


aggression  of  pestilential  dis¬ 
eases.  You  now  see,  Sir,  I  am 
a  radical  reformer,  in  the  mode 
of  selecting  a  physiological  pro¬ 
fessor;  hence,  you  may  naturally 
presume,  I  will  be  equally  radi¬ 
cal  in  the  manner  of  teaching 
Physiology  when  selected,  in 
applying  it  to  the  preservation 
of  human  health.  It  is  usual, 
Sir,  when  men  offer  themselves 
candidates  for  lucrative  situa¬ 
tions,  to  procure  all  the  lucrative 
power  possible,  to  propel  them¬ 
selves  into  them  ;  and  a  deluded 
world  look  on  that  power  as  a 
guarantee  for  qualifications  to 
fulfil  the  duties  of  the  situation  ; 
and  should  the  result  prove 
otherwise,  providential  Fate  is 
brought  forward  to  screen  the 
man  from  just  reprobation,  for 
assuming  to  step  into  a  situa¬ 
tion,  the  duties  of  which — ex¬ 
perience  speaks  trumpet  loud — 
he  was  entirely  ignorant  of.  I 
lift  my  voice,  Sir,  not  against 
men,  but  measures  ;  without  at¬ 
taching  blame  to  either  the  talent 
or  assiduity  of  my  brethren,  I 
am  ready  to  prove,  not  from  the 
popular  opinion  of  men,  but  from 
reason,  the  Bible,  and  lament¬ 
able  experience,  that  our  pre¬ 
sent  systems  of  qualifying  for 
the  medical  profession,  and  of 
practising,  when  said  to  be  qua¬ 
lified,  are  calculated  to  procure 
business  for  the  profession.  I 
repeat  the  remark  in  other 
words, — That  although  the  pre¬ 
sent  systems  of  teaching  and 
practising  the  healing  art  are 
improved  nearly  as  far  as  they 
can  be  improved,  still  diseases, 
pestilential,  are  every  day,  hyena¬ 
like,  devouring  our  species  be¬ 
fore  our  eyes.  The  fault  is  not 
in  our  Creator,  he  is  tender  in 
mercy — nor  in  his  material  crea- 
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tion,  which  he  put  under  our 
control — but  in  ourselves,  who 
have  violated  the  moral  law,  to 
qualify  us  for  understanding  the 
laws  of  nature,  betwixt  which 
there  is,  in  reality,  no  discord¬ 
ance.  It  is  hoped  the  Board 
of  Visitors  and  Managers  will 


[from  proof 

This  is  a  Work  intended  to 
serve  the  purpose  of  a  concise 
view  of  the  Hygeian  Theory. 
The  smallness  of  the  publication 
does  not  allow  full  justice  being 
done;  I  therefore  cannot  too 
strongly  recommend  the  per¬ 
usal  of  Morisoniana,  where  the 
reader  will  find  much  food  for 
the  exercise  of  reason,  written 
in  such  plain  language,  that  all 
who  read  can  understand.  It 
was  submitted  to  the  criticism 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  daily 
press,  and  received  the  follow¬ 
ing  compliment  in  Glasgow : — 
“  Morisoniana. — Wonderful 
as  indeed  are  the  promises  held 
out  in  this  Work,  we  should  be 
wanting  in  justice  to  Mr.  Moat, 
and  the  Hygeists  at  large,  if  we 
did  not  acknowledge  the  theory 
just,  and  the  arguments  clear 
and  convincing.  Nor  can  we 
wonder  at  its  spirit  of  enmity 
to  the  Medical  Faculty,  who 
are  here  called  the  Old  School, 
when  we  are  enabled  to  make 
the  following  extract : — ‘  The 
declaration  of  Sir  Anthony  Car¬ 
lisle,  who,  as  recorded  in  the 
Lancet  of  13th  March,  1830, 
is  reported  to  have  said  to  his 
pupils,  that  medicine  was  an  art 
founded  in  conjecture,  and  im¬ 
proved  by  murder,  we  presume 
will  bear  us  out  in  our  every 
assertion,  that  is,  that  the  whole 


deign  to  receive  these,  my  views 
of  medical  reform,  from, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedt.  servt., 
Dr.  Greer. 
No  answer  as  yet  has  been 
received  to  the  above  letter. 

J.  G. 


IN  GLASGOW.] 

past  Medical  Science  is  founded 
in  cupidity,  ignorance,  and  bar¬ 
barity.’  ” 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  to 
enumerate  a  list  of  names  and 
errors,  but  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  to  state,  and  it  cannot 
be  contradicted,  that  diseases 
are  now  tenfold  what  they  were 
two  thousand  years  ago, — that 
they  are  seldomer  cured,  and 
that  the  science  of  Anatomy  has 
been  cultivated  to  such  an  ex¬ 
tent,  that  there  are  undoubtedly 
at  the  present  day  many  human 
sacrifices  for  the  attainment  of 
anatomical  knowledge,  which 
has  been  brought  to  a  degree  of 
brutal  perfection:  yet  have  its 
professors  failed  to  illustrate  the 
mode  of  a  radical  cure  for  any 
one  disease  in  the  human  body. 
Surely  a  Divine  curse  must  have 
attended  their  barbarous  prac¬ 
tices  !  Totally  disregarding  the 
plain  indications  of  nature,  (on 
which  alone  their  arguments 
ought  to  have  rested,)  they 
have  attempted,  by  the  unhal¬ 
lowed  means  of  grubbing  in  the 
rotten  carcases  of  the  dead,  to 
obtain  a  foundation  for  their 
science  in  Zootomy.  How  they 
have  succeeded,  let  the  world 
judge; — and  if  the  reader  bears 
in  mind,  that  those  called  the 
Medical  Faculty  have  not  at 
their  command,  or  do  not  know 
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how  to  apply,  a  true  and  un¬ 
erring  remedy  for  any  disease 
whatever,  he  will  surely  have 
but  little  difficulty  in  coming  to 
the  conclusion,  that  in  spite  of 
Burking,  and  the  sacrifice  of 
lives  in  the  hospitals,  where 
death  is  more  valuable  than  life, 
the  medical  world  has  been  re¬ 
trograding  in  useful  knowledge 
ever  since  the  first  introduction 
of  anatomy,  until  at  last  they 
have  become  barbarously  pre¬ 
judiced  and  ignorant.  It  is  no 
argument  to  the  contrary,  that 
men  of  great  ability  have  lent 
their  powerful  aid  to  the  study. 
They  have  been  brought  up  in 
error,  and  it  is  known  to  be  al¬ 
most  out  of  the  power  of  man, 
in  after  life,  to  disencumber 
himself  of  juvenile  prejudices. 
Were  this  not  the  case,  would 
not  all  clever  men  come  to  the 
same  conclusions  in  the  politi¬ 
cal,  religious,  and  moral  worlds  ? 
— whereas  the  history  of  human 
nature  shows  that  the  war  of 
opinions  has  always  preceded 
that  of  the  sword.  This  is  a 
digression,  but  may,  perhaps, 
serve  as  an  exemplifying  pre¬ 
lude  to  the  statement  of  the 
fact,  that  a  man  of  strong  mind, 
without  an  anatomical  educa¬ 
tion,  but  who  in  early  life  had 
imbibed  part  of  the  prejudices 
of  the  day,  did,  after  thirty-five 
years  of  extreme  suffering,  and 
between  the  fiftieth  and  sixtieth 
year  of  his  age,  throw  off  the 
shackles  of  cramped  reason,  com¬ 
mence  the  study  of  Nature  and 
Nature’s  Laws,  without  presum¬ 
ing  to  break  that  barrier  to  his 
researches,  evidently  placed  by 
the  Great  Power.  The  Divine 
blessing  attended  him, — the 
humble  man  was  exalted;  where¬ 
as,  the  presuming  have  been  con¬ 


founded  by  a  conglomeration  of 
ideas  and  sophisms.  Mr.  Mo- 
rison,  in  two  years,  became  a 
perfectly  healthy  man  ;  and  mil¬ 
lions  have  since  participated  in 
the  benefits  of  the  simple  mode 
of  treatment  pointed  out  by  Na¬ 
ture  for  the  cure  of  diseases,  but 
overlooked  and  neglected  in  the 
fallacious  hope  that  man,  by  his 
puny  abilities,  would  be  able  to 
do  that  scientifically,  which  Na¬ 
ture  shows  might  be  done  with 
simplicity. 

What  is  life  ?  This  is  evi¬ 
dently  never  to  be  answered  by 
mortal  man.  How  do  we  live  ? 
By  the  chemical  power  derived 
from  the  blood,  which  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  secretion,  mixes  with 
our  food,  and  extracts  that  part 
necessary  for  its  replenishment, 
which  is  absorbed  by  means  of 
agents,  supplied  from  itself,  and 
with  which  it  nourishes  every 
part  of  the  animal  frame.  Thus 
the  sole  agent  of  life  is  blood, 
which  being  increased  by  the 
power  of  absorption,  must  like¬ 
wise  have  a  power  of  excretion, 
which  function  must  evidently 
be  performed  jointly  by  the  ele¬ 
mentary  canal  and  urinary  pas¬ 
sages.  How  its  great  power  of 
nourishing  the  frame  is  exercised 
has  been  one  great  object  in  the 
study  of  Anatomy  for  two  thou¬ 
sand  years.  Nothing  to  the 
point  has  been  discovered,  and 
as  it  is  unnecessary  for  the  well- 
being  of  man,  nothing  ever  will 
be.  The  excrement  that  passes 
from  the  blood  assists  in  the  re¬ 
moval  of  that  refuse  of  our  food 
which  is  not  adapted  to  the  nou¬ 
rishment  of  the  frame.  We  now 
come  to  the  cause  of  disease  : 
while  it  is  borne  in  mind  that 
part  of  our  blood  decays  daily, 
it  must  likewise  be  remembered 
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that  a  free  passage  for  such  cor¬ 
ruption  must  be  preserved.  This 
is  not  always  the  case.  The 

secretionarv  ducts  and  absorb- 
¥ 

ent  vessels  often  become  choked, 
— it  is  then,  and  not  till  then, 
that  disease  commences.  This 
decayed  blood,  or  humour,  is 
either  concentrated  in  parts  of 
the  system,  where  it  impedes 
the  process  of  circulation,  and 
causes  inflammation,  or,  being 
mixed  generally  with  the  blood, 
causes  a  sort  of  lifelessness,  call¬ 
ed  want  of  energy,  or  languor. 
The  blood  at  length  being  over¬ 
loaded  with  corruption,  its  whole 
nature  is  changed, — its  warmth 
becomes  augmented  ;  and  as  it 
moves  in  its  course,  by  power 
derived  from  its  own  heat,  so, 
of  course,  its  motion  must  be 
increased  at  this  time.  By 
means  of  its  greater  circulation, 
it  throws  out  its  humours,  either 
by  opening  the  excrementary 
ducts,  or  forcing  its  corruption 
through  the  muscular  tissue  of 
parts  at  a  distance  from  the  vi¬ 
tal  organs,  restoring  the  blood  to 
its  wonted  purity.  This  is  call¬ 
ed  fever,  and  is  Nature’s  cure 
for  disease.  It  must  be  evident 
that  the  want  of  the  agent  for 
evacuation  from  the  elementary 
canal,  must  engender  costive¬ 
ness  and  its  accompanying  evils. 

It  is  now  perhaps  necessary 
to  account  for  the  too  quick  pas¬ 
sage  of  food  through  the  intes¬ 
tine, — that  is  to  say,  before  its 
nutriment  is  extracted.  This 
may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
same  rules  :  an  agent  is  wanted 
from  the  blood,  in  order  that 
the  food  may  be  digested  ;  the 
vessels  through  which  it  should 
come  are  choked  up,  and  it  can¬ 
not  pass.  The  excrementary 
canals  are  open,  and  that  power 


is  applied  singly,  which  ought 
to  be  joined  with,  and  modified 
by,  the  digestive  and  absorbent 
organs. 

Thus  the  two  great  causes  of 
disease  are  explained.  It  may 
now  perhaps  be  useful  to  enu¬ 
merate  a  few  diseases,  and  show 
their  connexion  with  the  prima¬ 
ry  causes. 

In  the  new-born  infant,  it  is 
seldom  that  the  germs  of  dis¬ 
ease  are  not  sown  by  an  impu¬ 
rity  of  the  blood,  engendered  by 
the  maternine  humours,  the 
operation  of  which  humours,  in 
causing  disease,  is  the  same  as 
in  the  adult.  Thus  the  dis¬ 
eases  incident  to  children,  such 
as  small-pox,  whooping-cough, 
measles,  &c.,  &c.,  are  all  impu¬ 
rities  of  the  blood,  denied  their 
proper  channel  of  evacuation  ; 
of  which,  however,  Nature  is 
attempting  to  relieve  herself. 
How  erroneous  all  past  notions 
have  been  on  this  subject,  must 
be  evident  from  the  fact  of  an 
assemblage  of  men,  said  to  re¬ 
present  the  finest  country  in  the 
world,  awarding  £20,000  of  the 
national  money  as  a  reward  for 
the  abominable  Jennerian quack¬ 
ery  of  picking  a  scab  off  a  beast 
of  the  field,  and  inserting  it  in¬ 
to  the  blood  of  an  infant.  With 
views  difficult  to  understand, 
the  brutal  practice  was  adopted 
by  the  whole  nation, — and  what 
has  been  the  result  ? — a  gene¬ 
ration  diseased  as  never  was  ge¬ 
neration  before  !  By  a  late  cal¬ 
culation,  it  appeared  that  out  of 
every  hundred  who  died  in 
England,  thirty-seven  died  of 
pulmonary  consumption.  I  will 
now,  according  to  Hygeian 
rules,  show  the  connexion  be¬ 
tween  this  disease  and  the  curse. 
Those  persons  who  die  of  con- 
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sumption  are  mostly  of  tall  sta¬ 
ture,  and  narrow-chested,  with 
bodies  otherwise  apparently 
healthy.  Now,  as  the  whole  of 
the  animal  frame,  in  early  life, 
expands  under  the  natural  in¬ 
fluence  of  a  healthy  blood,  is 
it  not  rational  to  suppose  that 
the  blood  which  ought  to  nou¬ 
rish  all  parts,  is,  when  in  an  im¬ 
pure  state,  deprived  of  that  rich¬ 
ness  requisite  for  the  growth  of 
organs,  such  as  the  lungs  and 
heart,  which  being  in  continual 
motion,  may,  through  that,  be 
less  inclined  to  receive  nourish¬ 
ment  than  those  parts  which  are 
often  dormant.  The  frame,  how¬ 
ever,  continuing  to  increase  in 
size,  the  impurities  in  the  blood 
do  not  obtain  a  lodgment  until 
the  sufferers  often  arrive  at  ma¬ 
turity  ;  they  then  lodge  on  those 
parts  which  are  most  imperfect¬ 
ly  formed,  causing  a  stoppage 
or  impediment  to  the  circula¬ 
tion  of  the  blood,  or,  in  other 
words,  inflammation, — the  nu¬ 
cleus  or  heart  of  which  is  invari¬ 
ably  a  piece  of  humour.  Thus 
as  vaccine  lymph,  as  it  is  call¬ 
ed,  is  a  beastly  humour,  both 
the  primitive  cause,  which  is  a 
bad  humour  in  the  blood,  and 
the  exciting  cause,  which  is  nar¬ 
rowness  of  the  chest,  may  clear¬ 
ly  be  traced  to  vaccination  and 
the  want  of  proper  discharge  of 
the  refuse  of  the  blood. 

In  gouty  persons  the  case  is 
generally  different ;  few  are  at¬ 
tacked  with  gout  until  they  may 
be  said  to  be  going  down  the 
hill  of  life, — when,  having  had 
good  constitutions  and  defied 
disease,  although  they  have  ge¬ 
nerally  had  several  indications 
of  a  lurking  enemy  within,  the 
lodgment  is  at  last  effected  in 
those  parts  furthest  removed 


from  the  centre  of  circulation, 
undoubtedly  because  they  are 
the  first  portions  of  the  frame  to 
relax.  Thus  is  gout,  like  all 
other  diseases,  caused  by  an  im¬ 
purity  in  the  blood. 

Paralysis  : — In  this  disease 
the  connexion  appears  at  first 
more  difficult  to  trace  ;  it  is  to 
be  accounted  for,  however,  only 
by  the  same  rules.  The  spinal 
marrow  is,  equally  with  the 
brain,  the  seat  of  all  voluntary 
motion, — the  connexion  formed 
and  kept  up  by  nerves  ramify¬ 
ing  through  the  whole  system. 
The  nervous  system  is  with  all 
other  parts  of  the  body  equally 
nourished  by  the  blood,  and  is 
thereby  almost  equally  liable  to 
a  lodgment  of  impurity,  which 
might  immediately  deprive  the 
whole  of  the  body  of  the  power 
of  voluntary  motion  ;  so  that 
the  cause  is  a  lodgment  of  im¬ 
purity  from  the  blood,  which 
never  could  have  been  the  case, 
had  the  proper  channel  for  such 
impurities  been  kept  open. 

Dropsy,  Water  in  the  Chest, 
Stone,  Gravel,  and  Stricture, 
are  all  generally  caused  by  a 
lodgment  of  humour,  or,  in 
other  words,  inflammation  in  the 
kidneys.  They  being  the  prin¬ 
cipal  agents  of  urinary  secre¬ 
tion,  but  little  water  is  absorbed 
while  they  are  diseased.  The 
fluid  remaining  in  the  body  and 
stomach,  causes  dropsy  and  wa¬ 
ter  in  the  chest.  The  small 
portion  that  is  secreted  is  ex¬ 
posed  to  an  unhealthy  degree  of 
animal  heat.  Thus  an  impro¬ 
perly  heated  urine  passes  into 
the  bladder,  and  consolidates 
that  sediment  which  ought,  in 
order  to  preserve  health,  to 
have  passed  freely  from  the  con¬ 
stitution,  causing  an  assemblage 
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of  sand  or  gravel,  afterwards 
stone.  Stricture  is  often  excit¬ 
ed  by  the  heat  of  the  urine, 
but  the  primitive  cause  is  a 
lodgment  of  humour  on  the  part 
deposited  from  the  blood. 

It  would  be  incompatible 
with  this  publication  to  mention 
each  disease  separately ;  I  trust 
I  have  written  enough  to  show 
the  connexion  of  all  with  the 
impurities  of  the  blood.  From 
what  I  have  said,  is  it  not  clear 
that  the  blood,  being  a  continual 
evolutionary  agent  for  all  parts 
of  the  body,  that  it  alone  can 
effect  any  change  in  disease, — 
that  it  is  requisite  for  this 
purpose  to  make  the  blood 
healthy,  and  that  to  do  this, 
you  must  remove  all  obstruc¬ 
tions  to  the  evacuations  of  its 
impurities? 

On  the  impropriety  of  bleed¬ 
ing,  the  world  is  at  last  begin¬ 
ning  to  be  convinced.  It  is  in¬ 
variably  resorted  to  in  cases  of 
apoplexy,  which  is  a  disease 
erroneously  imagined  to  arise 
from  too  much  blood  being  in 
the  body ;  whereas  it  is  caused 
by  a  general  lining  of  the  blood¬ 
vessels  with  that  refuse  from 
the  blood,  which  would,  were 
the  proper  passages  open,  have 
been  discharged.  Many  per¬ 
sons  drop  in  apoplexy,  and  al¬ 
though  immediately  bled,  die. 
Many  are  bled  and  recover : 
many  are  not  bled  and  recover. 
Those  who  resort  to  bleeding 
are  sure  to  be  finally  carried  off 
by  this  complaint:  those  who 
are  not  bled,  are  by  no  means 
so  likely  of  a  return.  It  is 
caused  by  the  small  blood-ves¬ 
sels  in  the  brain  being  too  much 
choked  up  to  allow  a  passage 
for  the  blood.  This  produces 
a  swelling  of  the  veins,  and 


consequent  pressure  on  the 
brain.  The  only  way  of  cur¬ 
ing  this,  or  any  other  disease, 
is,  therefore,  in  the  first  place, 
by  removing,  through  the  a- 
gency  of  food,  the  obstructions 
to  the  passages  for  the  refuse 
of  the  blood:  and,  in  the  se¬ 
cond  place,  impregnating  the 
blood  by  the  same  means,  and 
by  vapour  bath,  with  vegetable 
matter.  It  certainly  is  very 
humbling  to  the  boasted  reason 
of  man,  to  acknowledge  that 
he  is  obliged,  for  the  curing  of 
his  diseases,  to  resort  to  the 
same  means  as  the  lower  ani¬ 
mals  ;  but,  if  he  find  fault  with 
such  a  lot,  let  him  conquer  his 
addiction  to  sensual  appetites, 
and  he  will  find  the  little  neces¬ 
sary,  for  the  existence  and  con¬ 
tinuation  of  life,  will  rather 
tend  to  raise  him  above  than  to 
sink  him  to  an  equality  with 
that  portion  of  creation  which, 
following  the  impulses  of  in¬ 
stinct,  can  never  be  either  ex¬ 
alted  in  idea,  or  led  astray  by 
the  sophisms  of  pride. 

The  Universal  Medicines  of 
the  British  College  of  Health 
are  undoubtedly  such  as  man, 
in  a  primitive  state,  would  have 
made  use  of  while  diseased ; 
and  it  is  probable  that,  but  for 
the  introduction  of  anatomy,  no 
other  would  ever  have  been  had 
recourse  to. 

It  is  a  wonderful  proof  of 
these  being  the  only  medicines 
for  man,  that  they  almost  in¬ 
variably  have  the  effect,  after 
restoring  patients  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree  of  health,  of  again 
bringing  forward,  in  some 
cases,  after  the  lapse  of  twenty 
years,  those  diseases,  of  what¬ 
ever  description,  which  have 
been  laid  dormant,  bv  the  sc- 
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Gundem  artem  mode  of  treat-  after  which  the  patient  obtains 
ment  of  the  self-styled  Faculty,  perfect  health. 


ON  MINERAL  WATERS  IN  GENERAL. 


“  Of  all  the  delusive  artifices 
of  the  self-blown  tribe  of  the 
M.  D.s,  there  is,  perhaps,  none 
so  glaringly  conspicuous  as  that 
of  their  puffing  up  the  efficacies 
of  drenching  the  insides  of  the 
afflicted,  in  the  higher  ranks  of 
life,  with  copious  libations  of 
the  mineral  waters,  with  which 
this  island  so  plenteously  a- 
bounds, — purposely  to  draw  a 
vast  assemblage  of  the  rich 
(for  that  is  the  hidden  stimulus) 
to  certain  focuses,  in  order  that 
they  (the  M.  D.s)  may  attack 
them  in  the  lump,  and  grasp 
them  in  their  clutches  to  obtain 
a  yearly  gathering  from  out 
their  plenteous  pockets ;  for  it 
is  ever  observable,  that  when¬ 
ever  a  mineral  spring  is  dis¬ 
covered,  some  upstart  ana- 
lyzist  seizes  upon  its  wondrous 
powers,  elaborately  displayed  in 
all  the  technicalities  of  decom¬ 
position  of  its  diversified  portions 
of  carbonic  acids,  azotic  gasses, 
muriates  and  sulphates  of  soda 
and  lime ;  certain  portions  of 
silex,  and  oxycarbonate  of  iron 
— (all,  no  doubt,  beautifully 
elucidative  of  the  sublimity  of 
their  medicinal  illuminations,  to 
the  initiated  few;)  and  then 
rouse  up  all  the  energies  of  the 
rich  and  neighbouring  land- 
owners,  to  raise  up  a  new  town, 
or  water-drinkingestablishment, 
and  thereby  to  attract  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  never-failing  host 
of  health-pursuers,  to  that  new¬ 
ly  puffed  up,  favoured  spot  of 
the  earth,  to  make  another  fal¬ 


lacious  attempt  to  find  that  re¬ 
lief  which  they  have  in  vain 
sought  after  in  so  many  varied 
places  of  the  same  description. 
No  sooner  is  the  scheme  laid 
by  some  adventurous  doctor, 
but  up  starts  the  press,  all 
around  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  new  Elysian  fount,  in  aid 
of  the  delusive  scheme ;  which 
is  no  sooner  set  on  foot,  (all 
hands  working  day  and  night; 
the  press,  the  doctors,  the 
landowners,  and  the  masons, 
all  in  a  mess  together,)  by  the 
erection  of  a  few  handsome 
shells  of  buildings,  with  all  the 
paraphernalia  of  elegantly  fur¬ 
nished  accommodations  ;  the 
scheming  doctor’s,  or  some  of 
his  coadjutors  or  hangers  on, 
first  and  foremost  in  the  front, 
who  must  be  pounced  upon  the 
spot  as  necessary  appendages  to 
the  institution,  it  being  held  as 
a  sacred  right  that  they  alone 
should  claim  the  fees  arising 
from  their  necessary  advice  of 
how  and  when,  and  where,  at 
what  times,  and  in  what  posi¬ 
tions,  to  take  the  all-salutary 
draughts.  It  were  to  be  deem¬ 
ed  as  madness  to  taste  the  de¬ 
lectable  ambrosia,  without  first 
being  initiated  in  all  the  delights 
of  oxides,  muriates,  azotes,  &c., 
and  without  the  touch  of  the 
golden  mineral.  Thus  we  have 
the  rise  of  all  the  mineral  wat¬ 
ering  places  in  England,  or  on 
all  the  earth  ;  the  progress  and 
success  of  each  place  (its  medi¬ 
cinal  qualifications  being  out  of. 
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the  question)  keep  eommensu- 
rate  pace  only  (from  fortuitous 
circumstances,  chiefly  from  sit¬ 
uation)  with  the  cunning  arti¬ 
fices  and  the  cupidity  of  the 
projectors,  who  well  know,  or- 
at  least  ought  to  know,  that 
there  can  be  no  intrinsic  value 
or  virtue  in  any  mineral  sub¬ 
stance,  or  waters  suffused  with 
azotic  gasses,  or  carbon  of  lime 
or  iron,  taken  internally,  and 
thereby  made  to  enter  into  the 
juices  of  the  human  frame, 
where  everything  they  meet 
with  must  be,  to  every  idea  of 
common  sense,  incongruous  and 
uncongenial  in  their  very  na¬ 
tures. 

44  The  Almighty  fiat  has 
drawn  an  irrevocable  line  of 
demarcation  between  the  ani¬ 
mal  and  mineral  kingdoms, 
which  all  the  powers  of  chem¬ 
istry,  or  medical  quackery,  can 
never  amalgamate  with  benefit 
to  man.  The  simple  observa¬ 
tion  of  the  innate  instinct  of 
the  brute  creation,  who  will 
overleap  every  boundary  (as  the 
agriculturalist  well  knows)  rath¬ 
er  than  drink  of  the  mineralized 
stream,  would,  but  for  the  ar- 


tificed  quackery  of  the  Faculty, 
long  ago  have  convinced  the 
world  of  the  fallacy  of  using 
these  waters  medicinally  or  in¬ 
ternally. 

44  In  some  cutaneous  com¬ 
plaints,  where  the  humours  of 
the  body  are  become  dried,  or 
incrusted  on  the  skin,  the  warm 
ablutions  of  the  mineral  waters 
may  be  beneficial,  inasmuch  as 
they  may  soften  the  parts  af¬ 
fected,  and  from  the  corrosive 
qualities  of  those  waters,  may 
heal  them  partially,  or  to  all 
then  present  appearance :  but 
then  it  must  be  evident  to 
common  sense,  that  the  symp¬ 
toms  only  are  removed,  and  that 
that  humour  must  be  thrown 
back  into  the  frame,  and  again 
commixed  with  the  latent  cause, 
to  await  some  future  and  more 
vital  attack  upon  the  frame  of 
the  patient.  There  can  be  no 
doubt,  however,  but  that  warm 
sea-bathing  would  produce  an 
equal,  if  not  a  more,  beneficial 
effect ;  but  that  mineral  matter, 
or  fluids  taken  internally,  can 
be  of  vital  service  to  the  human 
frame,  is  utterly  impossible.” 


CHOLERA  MORBUS. 

[from  morisoniana.] 


Having  seen  in  the  public 
papers  an  advertisement  of  Dr. 
Ainslie’s  Letters,  addressed  to 
the  Honourable  Court  of  Di¬ 
rectors  of  the  United  East  In¬ 
dia  Company,  on  the  Cholera 
Morbus  of  India,  curiosity  in¬ 
duced  me  to  make  myself  ac¬ 
quainted  therewith,  as  likely  to 
contain  the  most  recent  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  the  theory 


and  prescriptions  of  the  medical 
men  of  that  country  with  regard 
to  the  treatment  of  this  disease, 
and  with  the  view  to  investigate 
whence  such  a  mortality  could 
arise,  and  for  which  no  step  or 
remedy  had  yet  been  found. 
Having  learned  therefrom  the 
theory  and  prescriptions  hitherto 
in  use  by  the  medical  profession 
to  combat  such  a  disease,  I  must 
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confess  that  I  did  not  expect  to 
find  them  so  fallacious  and  de¬ 
trimental,  as  it  seems  from  it 
they  really  were,  and  I  am  now 
no  longer  surprised  at  their  lit¬ 
tle  success,  and  the  unstopped 
ravages  that  this  disease  has 
made.  It  appears  to  me,  and, 
as  it  seems,  Dr.  Ainslie  expe¬ 
rienced  it  so,  that  if  they  had 
wished  to  perpetuate,  and  make 
this  disease  uniformly  fatal,  they 
could  not  have  adopted  any 
other  theory  and  practice  more 
certain  for  that  purpose.  To 
cure  vomiting  and  purging,  al¬ 
lay  spasms  and  irritation,  and 
to  revive  the  sinking  vital  ener¬ 
gy,  for  these  purposes,  to  have 
recourse  to  bleeding  opiates, 
and  stimulants,  must,  on  a  little 
reflection,  strike  every  rational 
unbiassed  mind  as  the  most  im¬ 
proper  course  to  be  pursued, 
and  could  only  have  the  effect 
(as  a  too  long  experience  has 
shown)  of  terminating  fatally 
for  all  those  who  were  so  treat¬ 
ed.  Indeed,  it  may  be  gather¬ 
ed  from  Dr.  Ainslie’s  Letter, 
that  those  had  the  best  chance 
of  surviving  this  so  fatal  disease, 
who  were  left  to  the  resources 
of  nature  only.  Such  being 
the  candid  avowal  of  a  medical 


gentleman, — that  the  profession 
was  still  in  want  of  any  sure  da¬ 
ta  or  principle  to  act  upon  with 
regard  to  the  treatment  of 
Cholera  Morbus,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  suggestions  coming 
from  one  not  regularly  of  that 
profession,  will  be  hearkened  to 
and  received  with  that  attention, 
so  as  to  procure  for  them,  at 
least,  a  fair  trial.  He  proposes 
a  remedy,  rational,  simple,  and 
consonant  to  nature, — both  effi¬ 
cacious  and  innocent,  of  which 
hundreds  in  this  country  can 
already  bear  testimony.  A  re¬ 
medy  seemingly  provided  by 
nature  for  the  cure  of  such  a 
disease, — a  remedy  which  only 
causes  vomiting  when  the  state 
of  the  stomach  requires  it,  which 
vomiting  is  over  in  an  instant, 
and  leaves  you  already  relieved, 
and  the  remedy  itself  is  still  re¬ 
tained  in  the  stomach,  to  pursue, 
silently,  even  in  sleep,  its  fur¬ 
ther  operations  of  evacuating 
downwards, — the  great  needful 
point  in  this  disease;  and  the 
effects  of  this  remedy  are  so 
easy,  certain,  and  safe,  as  to 
appear  miraculous, — but  in  a 
rational  comprehensible  manner. 
London ,  July ,  1825. 


A  LETTER,  &c. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  United  East 

India  Company. 


Honourable  Sirs, — Hav¬ 
ing  perused  a  letter  addressed 
to  your  Honourable  Board,  by 
a  late  Member  of  the  Medical 
Staff  of  Southern  India,  con¬ 
taining  observations  on  the 
Cholera  Morbus  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  and  although  not  of  the 


medical  profession  myself,  or 
ever  having  been  in  India,  yet 
I  feel  confident  in  being  able, 
and  that  it  is  a  duty  I  owe  to 
humanity,  to  combat  much  of 
the  theory  and  practice  therein 
prescribed. 

At  the  same  time  I  am  happy 
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to  own,  that  I  consider  Dr. 
Ainslie’s  mode  of  treatment  far 
more  rational  than,  and  superior 
to,  the  means  and  prescriptions 
in  common  use  there,  and 
hitherto  employed  by  medical 
men;  and  he  himself  acknow¬ 
ledges,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  uniformly  bad  success  at¬ 
tending  it,  he  had  been  obliged 
to  abandon  the  theory  and  mode 
of  treatment  generally  in  use 
there  for  this  disease,  and  to 
adopt  another  mode  and  other 
prescriptions,  by  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  which  he  had  been  more 
fortunate. 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  dis¬ 
approbation  of  a  medical  gen¬ 
tleman,  of  all  that  has  been 
hitherto  done  for  the  prevention 
and  cure  of  this  disorder, — a 
treatment,  too,  which  has  been 
exercised  for  ages  on  a  theatre 
of  the  world,  where  it  is  sup¬ 
posed  that  there  are  men  of  the 
greatest  talents  and  investiga¬ 
tion  in  medical  knowledge. 

Dr.  Ainslie  candidly  owns, 
that  the  bad  success  of  the  pre¬ 
scriptions  and  applications  in 
use,  had  compelled  him  to  de¬ 
viate  therefrom,  and  make  trial 
of  some  other  mode  to  stop  the 
ravages  of  this  direful  disease. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  my 
purpose  to  spin  out  the  length 
of  this  letter,  and  fatigue  the 
patience  of  your  Honourable 
Board,  nor  to  go  over  and  pass 
in  review  the  opinions  enter¬ 
tained,  and  treatment  pursued 
hitherto  by  medical  men,  with 
regard  to  the  disease  in  ques¬ 
tion;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  they 
have  all  been  found  unavailing, 
nor  has  any  true  light  been 
thereby  thrown  on  the  subject. 
They,  therefore,  should  be  con¬ 


signed  to  the  oblivion  which 
they  merit. 

Indeed  it  appears,  by  what 
maybe  gathered  from  Dr.  Ain¬ 
slie’s  letter,  that  the  treatment 
pursued  could  only  make  the 
disease  more  fatal  and  mortal, 
than  if  the  patient  had  been  left 
to  the  sole  resources  and  oper¬ 
ations  of  nature,  which  no  doubt 
will  in  many  cases  be  adequate 
to  the  relief  of  the  sufferer. 

It  is  evident  the  prescriptions 
alluded  to  were  erroneous,  and 
quite  contrary  to  what  they 
should  have  been;  can  we,  then, 
wonder  at  the  bad  success  that 
has  attended  them? 

The  cause,  the  real  efficient 
cause,  of  Cholera  Morbus,  is 
the  same  as  that  of  all  other 
cholics, — namely,  a  highly  vi¬ 
tiated,  morbid,  and  acrimonious 
state  of  the  humours,  and  prin¬ 
cipally  of  the  bile,  brought  on 
by  a  neglected  state  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels,  and  ex¬ 
cited  thereto  by  the  heat  of  the 
climate  and  casual  alterations 
of  the  atmosphere. 

In  such  a  state,  these  corrupt, 
tenacious  humours  obstruct, 
choke  up,  convulse,  and  para¬ 
lyse  what  may  be  called  the  seat 
of  life,  which  is  the  region  of 
the  heart  and  stomach, — there¬ 
by,  in  most  cases,  first  produc¬ 
ing  vomiting,  and  ending  in 
sinking  of  the  pulse  and  of  all 
energy,  spasms  and  death. 

In  those  cases  where  vomit¬ 
ing  does  not  take  place  at  all, 
and  which  has  the  effect  of  re¬ 
lieving  the  system  a  little,  the 
danger  is  still  more  imminent, 
few  hours  sufficing  to  put  an 
end  to  the  life  of  the  patient. 

Let  me  here  examine  what 
has  been  the  practice  hitherto 
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of  the  medical  profession  to 
combat  such  a  terrible  disease. 
They  have  only  applied  them¬ 
selves  to  allay  its  symptoms  or 
effects  ;  they  have  neglected  to 
go  at  once  to  the  source,  and 
eradicate  the  cause,  without 
which  there  can  be  no  real  cure. 

They  think  to  appease  the 
vomiting  and  remove  the  spasms, 
by  giving  anodynes  and  stimu¬ 
lants  of  various  kinds,  using  em¬ 
brocations,  bleeding,  and  mer¬ 
cury. 

They  have  not  considered 
that  this  vomiting  and  spasms 
are  only  symptoms  produced 
by  the  morbid  nature  of  the  hu¬ 
mours  about  the  stomach  and 
heart,  which  irritate  and  con¬ 
vulse  the  fibres,  destroy  the 
energy  of  the  heart,  which  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  sinking  of  the  pulse 
and  coldness  of  the  extremities, 
as  we  frequently  see  in  many 
diseases  of  this  country. 

This  irritability,  this  sinking 
of  the  vital  energy,  and  coldness 
of  the  extremities,  are  not  causes 
but  effects,  and  are  only  to  be 
relieved  by  taking  out  of  the 
system  the  morbid  humour 
which  is  oppressing  it,  and  is 
the  cause  of  these  symptoms. 
Vain  will  your  attempt  be  to 
appease  irritation  by  anodynes, 
or  give  energy  by  stimulants ;  the 
patient  will  the  sooner  fall  a  vic¬ 
tim  from  such  treatment. 

Dr.  Ainslie  next  describes 
the  appearances  and  symptoms 
of  this  disease,  when  allowed  to 
take  its  natural  course,  and,  un¬ 
assisted  by  medicine,  when,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  constitution  and 
state  of  the  patient’s  humours, 
it  frequently  terminates  favour¬ 
ably. 

This  takes  place  after  several 
efforts  of  vomiting,  which  have 


in  part  discharged  the  stomach 
of  the  morbid,  malignant  hu¬ 
mours,  and  natural  evacuations 
downwards  take  place,  which 
give  instantaneous  relief ;  the 
patient  falling  into  a  calm  sleep, 
awakes,  one  may  say,  to  life  and 
health, — so  great  and  instanta¬ 
neous  is  the  difference  between 
right  and  wrong  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  this  disease,  or  of  any 
other. 

Has  not  the  medical  profes¬ 
sion  to  reproach  itself  with  the 
absurdities  and  errors  which  it 
has  so  long  practised  upon  man¬ 
kind,  and  shutting  their  eyes 
against  all  the  facts  and  illus¬ 
trations  which  nature  furnishes 
us  with  during  disease? 

Dr.  Ainslie  informs  us,  too, 
that  by  anodynes  you  lull  the 
patient  into  a  transitory  rest, 
but  that  you  do  no  real  good, 
and  that  the  disease  returns  with 
redoubled  force,  till  you  have 
eradicated  the  malignant  hu¬ 
mours,  the  cause  of  the  dis¬ 
ease;  and  to  this  I  can  easily 
give  credit. 

Such  being  the  state  and 
symptoms  of  this  disease,  a- 
gainst  which  the  various  treat¬ 
ments  by  the  medical  profession 
have  proved  ineffectual,  I  may 
be  allowed  to  advert  to  the 
prescription  advised  by  Dr. 
Ainslie,  the  good  effects  of 
which  he  has  witnessed. 

This  consists  in  large  doses 
of  a  preparation  of  magnesia, 
which  Dr.  Ainslie  has  found 
out  neutralizes  the  acidity  of 
the  bile,  to  which  state  of  aci¬ 
dity  he  ascribes  the  cause  of 
the  disease. 

This  prescription  produced 
some  loose  stools,  and  the  pa¬ 
tients  found  relief;  and  which 
I  make  no  doubt  was  the  case. 
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But  what  are  the  inferences 
to  be  drawn  from  this  ?  Merely 
that  evacuations,  however  they 
are  procured,  are  the  only 
things  which  give  relief  in  this 
disorder,  by  getting  rid  of  the 
malignant  humours;  but  cer¬ 
tainly  it  cannot  be  maintained 
that  magnesia  is  the  most  pro¬ 
per  agent  for  this  purpose. 

Dr.  Ainslie  seems  to  lay 
great  stress  on  the  magnesia 
neutralizing  the  ascesant  juices 
of  the  stomach;  but  allow  me 
to  ask,  does  he  think  that  this 
neutralizing  alone  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  cure  the  pa¬ 
tients,  if  the  free  evacuations 
had  not  followed  ? 

Dr.  Ainslie  admits,  that  in 
this  disease,  when  it  passes  off 
favourably,  unassisted  by  medi¬ 
cines,  free  natural  evacuations, 
caused  by  the  bile,  take  place 
of  themselves.  So  far  the  mag¬ 
nesia  could  do  no  harm,  as  not 
counteracting  this  tendency  of 
the  body  ;  perhaps  even  it 
might  do  some  good,  and 
quicken  the  operations  of  na¬ 
ture  to  that  effect, — so  slender 
in  such  cases  is  the  partition 
between  life  and  death. 

As  to  the  subsequent  part  of 
his  treatment,  and  in  a  state  of 
convalescence,  either  by  giving 
calomel  or  opiates,  I  must  en¬ 
tirely  dissent  from  it. 

The  grand  obstacle  certainly 
has  been  got  rid  of  and  sub¬ 
dued  :  but  still  there  must  have 
been  malignant  humours  left 
behind  ;  and,  without  getting 
rid  of  them,  too,  the  patient 
will  have  but  a  tedious,  preca¬ 
rious  convalescence,  and  his  case 
may  probably  degenerate  into 
some  chronic  disease.  As  to 
employing  the  bile  of  beasts 
and  galvanism,  it  is  60  errone¬ 


ous  and  visionary,  and  smells 
so  much  of  the  specific  and 
miraculous,  and  other  absurdi¬ 
ties  of  the  present  medical  art, 
as  not  to  be  worth  noticing, 
any  more  than  that  in  cases 
where  magnesia  did  not  suc¬ 
ceed,  it  was  owing  to  its  being 
administered  in  milk.  Why 
milk  should  be  preferred,  I 
certainly,  however,  can  see  no 
good  reason.  I  beg  to  observe 
that  all  the  attempts  of  chem¬ 
istry  to  form  a  preparation  si¬ 
milar  to  the  human  bile,  will  be 
fruitless ;  as  well  might  you 
desire  them  to  form  an  eye 
gifted  with  the  powers  of  vision. 
The  bile,  like  other  juices, 
is  an  emanation  from,  and  its 
good  quality  depends  upon  the 
purity  of,  the  blood. 

I  have  now  to  submit  to  your 
honourable  Board  what  I  con¬ 
ceive  to  be  the  proper  remedy 
for  this  disease, — a  remedy  sim¬ 
ple,  founded  on  reason,  nature, 
and,  I  may  say,  analogy ;  for  I 
have  never  been  in  India,  nor 
an  eye-witness  of  Cholera  Mor¬ 
bus  ;  analogy,  however,  and  an 
attention  to  the  operations  of 
nature  in  such  cases,  may  be 
deemed  as  sure  guides  as  any. 

As  I  have  explained  in  my 
works,  “  Important  Advice," 
and  “  More  New  Truths,”  the 
cause,  the  efficient  cause,  of  all 
disease,  is  the  same  in  Greenland 
as  under  the  line ;  the  only  dif¬ 
ference  is,  that  in  the  latter  it 
comes  to  a  height  sooner,  and 
acts  more  rapidly. 

It  appears  from  a  perusal  of 
Dr.  Ainslie’s  letter,  that  no  re¬ 
lief  or  cure  ever  takes  place  in  a 
patient,  till  after  free  evacuations 
either  naturally  or  from  the  as¬ 
sistance  of  medicines  ;  and  that 
then  the  restoration  of  the  pa- 


36 


tient  to  health  is  almost  instan¬ 
taneous  ;  and  that  it  is  so  I  can 
well  believe  and  am  convinced 
of.  It  is  agreeable,  too,  to  what 
I  have  said  in  the  same  works, 
where,  under  the  head  “  Cho- 
lics,”  it  is  stated  that  they  are 
the  soonest  cured  of  all  diseases, 
when  properly  treated. 

Now,  this  proper  treatment 
consists  only  in  procuring  free 
evacuations.  If  you  begin  and 
continue  in  that  way,  you  are 
sure  to  subdue  the  disease. 

I  would  therefore  propose, 
that,  on  the  first  symptoms  of 
this  disease,  and  especially  if 
it  is  raging  in  the  country, 
the  patient  take  a  strong  dose  of 
the  vegetable  universal  medi¬ 
cine,  No.  2,  15  or  20  pills. 

In  a  short  time  they  will  pro¬ 
cure  salutary  evacuations  ;  and 
if  there  is  a  disposition  to  vo¬ 
miting,  they  will  facilitate  it, 
which  will  do  much  good,  and 
empty  the  stomach  of  the  mor¬ 
bid  humours,  whatever  their 
qualities  may  be. 

Let  no  one  feel  astonishment 
at  prescribing  a  medicine  of  an 
emetic  quality  to  cure  a  vomit¬ 
ing.  It  is  proceeding  on  the 
same  just  principle  as  taking  a 
purgative  medicine  to  cure  a 
Dysentery,  or  violent  Diarrhcea, 
—  as,  in  both  cases,  you  must 
get  rid  of  the  morbid  acrimoni¬ 
ous  humours,  which  are  the  ex¬ 
citing  cause  of  both. 

These  medicines  are  not,  pro¬ 
perly  speaking,  emetic.  They 
only  prove  so,  occasionally,  from 
the  quality  of  the  humours  they 
meet  within  the  stomach. 

Should  the  dose  of  pills  be 
rejected  immediately,  which 
may  happen,  they  will,  never¬ 
theless,  have  done  some  good, 
and  the  dose  should  be  repeated 


in  a  short  time — in  half-an- 
hour — when  the  stomach  will 
he  more  capable  of  retaining 
them. 

Though  part  of  the  first  dose 
should  have  been  retained  in 
the  stomach,  there  need  be  no 
apprehension  of  them,  both 
conjoined,  being  too  strong, — 
being  perfectly  innocent ;  and 
they  will  only  act  the  quicker, 
and  the  patient  be  sooner  re¬ 
lieved. 

If  the  first  dose  has  been  all 
retained,  and  produced  some 
effect,  but  symptoms  still  con¬ 
tinue  alarming,  a  similar  dose  is 
to  be  repeated  in  ten  or  twelve 
hours,  or  sooner;  which,  in  no 
case,  can  do  any  harm. 

But  if  great  improvement  of 
the  patient’s  state  has  taken 
place,  the  second  dose  may  be 
delayed  till  the  expiration  of 
twenty-four  hours,  and  conti¬ 
nued  so,  daily,  for  some  days, 
till  quite  well;  and  by  no  means 
think  of  using  any  opiates  or 
stimulant  medicines  whatsoever. 

If  the  stomach  should  have 
continued  in  such  an  irritable 
state,  that  two  doses  of  pills 
have  been  visibly  reiected,  still 
they  will  have  done  much  good, 
and  tended  to  allay  the  irrita¬ 
tion,  which  proceeds  only  from 
the  great  acrimony  of  the  bile 
and  ’humours;  then  a  strong 
dose  of  the  pills,  from  fifteen  to 
twenty,  may  be  dissolved  in  a 
little  boiling  water,  and  drank 
lukewarm. 

In  this  liquid  state  they  will 
sooner  produce  their  effect  in 
the  stomach,  and  probably  be 
retained;  and,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  disease,  glysters  of 
a  strong  infusion  of  senna  or 
castor-oil  should  be  given,  which 
will  facilitate  the  operation  of 
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the  pills  downwards, — the  great 
desideratum  in  this  disease  be¬ 
ing  to  procure  speedy  and  co¬ 
pious  evacuations. 

A  dose  of  the  vegetable  ape¬ 
rient  powders  should  always  be 
taken  as  soon  as  the  pills  have 
begun  to  operate,  and  may  be 
used  as  a  lemonade  throughout 
the  day. 

Should  the  disorder,  from  the 
beginning,  have  appeared  vio¬ 
lent,  and  attended  with  spasms, 
it  will  be  always  well  to  use  the 
warm  bath  repeatedly.  The 
temperature  thereof  should  be 
high,  and  the  patient  remain  a 
considerable  time  in.  This  will 
allay  the  spasms;  and,  with 
evacuations,  will  always  give 
ease. 

I  have  often  had  occasion 
to  remark,  that  a  person 
whose  stomach  is  loaded  with 
phlegmy,  acrimonious  humours, 
will  sometimes  vomit,  imme¬ 
diately  on  taking  the  pills,  for 
a  minute  or  two  ;  but  it  sub¬ 
sides  instantaneously, — and  the 
patient  feels  much  relieved  from 
it ;  and  yet  the  pills  have  not 
been  rejected,  as  they  have  pro¬ 
duced,  next  morning,  their  cus¬ 
tomary  effects.  This  is  alto¬ 
gether  an  operation  of  nature, 
— finding  out  at  once  what  the 
stomach  stands  in  need  of.  It 
will,  therefore,  be  satisfactory 
to  examine  the  contents  so  vom¬ 
ited,  immediately, — to  ascertain 
whether  the  pills  are  come  up 
or  not.  If  there  is  any  doubt, 
it  will  be  always  prudent  to  re¬ 
peat  them, — as  more  or  less  of 
them  can  do  no  harm.  This 
should  be  pursued  when  the 
case  is  bad  and  violent, — as 
delay  might  be  dangerous.  In 
common  cases  this  repetition  is 
not  necessary,  unless  the  patient 
choose  it  himself, — well  per¬ 


suaded,  as  he  will  be,  that  they 
will  only  do  him  good  sooner. 
Others,  again,  may  allow  an 
interval  of  three  or  four  hours, 
or  wait  till  morning.  As  for 
drink,  I  would  recommend 
warm  lemonade,  or  acid  fruits, 
alone;  and  if  the  patient  chooses 
at  any  time  to  smoke  a  little 
tobacco,  it  wont  hurt  him. 

When  neither  vomiting  nor 
purging  take  place,  it  shows 
that  the  danger  is  very  great 
indeed, — arising  from  the  mor¬ 
bid  tenacious  humours,  and  in¬ 
sensibility  which  they  have 
caused.  In  such  cases  the  dose 
of  pills  should  be  augmented 
twenty,  or  more;  and  if  that 
does  not  succeed  in  procuring 
evacuations,  upwards  or  down¬ 
wards,  recourse  should  be  had 
to  strong  doses  in  a  liquid  state, 
— well  impressed,  as  you  should 
be,  that  no  relief  is  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  but  by  procuring  speedy 
and  copious  evacuations. 

It  may  not  be  unnecessary  to 
add,  that  this  is  the  mode  of 
treatment  to  be  followed  when 
the  disease  has  already  taken 
place,  and  is  at  its  height, — 
and,  consequently,  is  the  more 
difficult  to  manage  and  combat ; 
but  if  a  few  doses  of  these  uni¬ 
versal  medicines  had  been  taken 
some  days  previously,  the  at¬ 
tack  would  have  been  prevent¬ 
ed  without  any  trouble,  or  pass¬ 
ed  off  so  slightly  as  not  to  be 
worth  noticing, — for,  certainly, 
the  patient  had  felt  some  de¬ 
rangement  in  his  health ;  and 
if  the  disease  is  raging  in 
the  country,  such  a  precaution 
should  not  be  neglected. 

As  this  dreadful  malady  aris¬ 
es  solely  from  an  accumulation 
of  the  bilious  and  other  hu¬ 
mours,  and  the  malignant^acri- 
monious  qualities  thereof,  the 
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previous  diminution  of  those 
humours  cannot  fail  to  carry  off 
the  seeds  or  materiel  of  the  dis¬ 
ease. 

Such  is  the  remedy  and  mode 
of  treatment  I  have  to  propose 
to  your  honourable  Board  for 
trial,  to  stop  this  scourge  in 
India ;  and  of  which  I  can  af¬ 
firm,  as  is  commonly  said  of 
other  new  remedies,  if  it  should 
do  no  good,  it  can  do  no  harm; 
and  that  it  presents,  moreover, 
a  reasonable  prospect  of  suc¬ 
cess,  many  in  this  country  have 
taken  it  with  the  greatest  ben¬ 
efit,  and,  though  unbelievers  at 
first,  found,  to  their  great  sur¬ 
prise,  that  in  the  use  of  these 
medicines  there  can  be  no  ex¬ 
cess,  and  that  their  effects  are 
always  beneficial. 

I  would  beg,  too,  of  medical 
men,  as  they  value  the  lives 
and  comfort  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  to  reflect  and  ponder 
on  the  following  new  truth,  now 
no  longer  a  problem  ;  viz.,  as 
there  is  an  organization  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels,  by  means 
of  the  juices,  for  the  digestion 
of  food,  to  nourish  the  whole 
body, — which  animal  process  no 
one  has  yet  affirmed  that  he  un¬ 
derstood,  or  that  it  is  compre¬ 
hensible  to  our  senses, — so,  like¬ 
wise,  by  the  action  and  means 
of  these  vegetable  purgatives, 
there  is  another  organization  and 
process  in  the  human  body  ca¬ 
pable  of  carrying  off  all  that  is 
inimical  and  hurtful  to  our  bo¬ 
dies  ;  and  which,  being  agreea¬ 
ble  to  our  natures,  never  can  be 
overdone,  and  is  at  all  times  sa¬ 
lutary. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Honourable  Sirs, 

Your  very  obdt.  Servant, 
James  Morison. 


postcript. 

1 9th  July,  1825. 

My  Dear  Sir, — In  the  con¬ 
versation  I  had  with  you  yester¬ 
day  on  the  subject  of  my  works, 
you  seemed  apprehensive  that, 
by  a  week’s,  two  weeks’,  or 
a  month’s  purging  (and  that 
strongly  too)  for  the  cure,  or  to 
eradicate  any  disorder,  injury 
might  be  done,  or  some  of  those 
finest  juices  carried  away  which 
are  thought  essential  to  health, 
and  that  therefore  this  would  be 
detrimental  to  the  body ;  but  let 
me  say,  if,  after  a  month’s  purg¬ 
ing,  every  one  has  felt  their 
body  and  mind  stronger  and 
more  energetic,  their  appetite 
good  and  regular,  evacuations 
the  same,  their  sleep  good,  their 
inclinations  and  powers  too  with 
regard  to  sexual  intercourse  not 
diminished,  but  improved,  (and 
this  'may  be  reckoned  as  the 
highest  and  truest  criterion  of 
real  good  sound  health,)  I  say, 
if  they  have  found  all  these  im¬ 
proved,  it  is  evident  that  their 
bodies  have  not  suffered  in 
any  manner,  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary  have  been  ameliorated 
and  perfected.  All  our  juices 
whatsoever  derive  from  the 
blood  ;  it  alone  enters  our  in¬ 
ternal  frames,  it  nourishes  and 
supports  every  other  part,  and 
it  is  only  when  the  blood  is  over¬ 
loaded  with  vicious,  acrimoni¬ 
ous  humours,  that  all  the  differ¬ 
ent  diseases  we  see  in  the  world 
commence.  For  the  sake  of 
example,  we  will  take  the  bile, 
as  being  most  illustrative,  and 
its  state  being  the  cause,  the 
exciting  cause,  of  the  Cholera 
Morbus :  the  bile  is  likewise  a 
juice,  emanating  from  the  blood, 
supplied  by  and  from  it  to  dis- 
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solve  our  aliments,  and  carry  on 
the  operation  of  digestion.  As 
you  will  have  seen  from  Dr. 
Ainslie’s  works  on  the  Cholera 
Morbus,  addressed  to  the  Hon¬ 
ourable  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  East  India  Company, — 
he  proposes,  merely  as  a  cure 
for  this  disorder,  to  neutralize 
the  bile,  which  he  has  found  to 
be  of  an  acid  nature;  and  which 
probably  it  may  be.  He  seems 
to  think,  that  there  is  in  the 
body,  in  the  stomach,  just  a 
certain  quantity  of  this  bile — a 
vessel  filled  with  it, — and  that 
if  he  can  alter  its  quality  for  a 
short  time,  he  has  attained  a 
cure.  Dr.  Ainslie,  and  all  the 
other  physicians  before  him, 
seem  to  have  forgotten  that  this 
quality  of  the  bile  is  owing  to 
the  general  state  of  the  mass  of 
humours  in  the  blood  and  whole 
body,  and  which,  during  a  state 
of  violent  disease,  are  succes¬ 
sively  brought  by  the  circula¬ 
tion  to  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
(the  blood  thus  endeavouring  to 
throw  off  the  corrupt  humours 
and  purify  itself,)  and  that  mere¬ 
ly  neutralizing  by  the  magnesia 
the  small  quantity  of  acrid  bile 
it  mixes  with,  cannot  be  suffi¬ 
cient  for  the  relief  of  such  a 
violent  disorder ;  these  acrid 
humours  still  springing  up  afresh 
for  some  time,  from  the  blood, 
require  to  be  carried  off  prompt¬ 
ly.  I  might  ask,  too,  if  it  is 
reasonable  or  in  nature  to  ex¬ 
pect  that  a  fluid,  which  in  its 
then  state,  is  highly  corrupt, 
acrid,  and  stinking  with  putrid¬ 
ity,  should  be  by  any  agent 
whatever  converted  at  once  in¬ 
to  a  pure  and  innocent  one  ? — 
Will  it  not  retain  still  much  of 
its  former  qualities,  or  will  such 
a  procedure  be  sufficient  to  drain 


organs  whence  this  corruption 
proceeds,  and,  as  it  is  constant¬ 
ly  flowing  towards  them  from 
the  blood,  till  such  time  as  co- 
copious  evacuations  take  place, 
which  in  reality  carry  off  their 
morbid  humours  ?  Do  such 
phenomena  take  place  in  nature 
anywhere  else  ?  Certainly  not. 
Although  a  patient  may  survive 
such  an  inefficacious  half  treat¬ 
ment,  yet,  by  your  not  favour¬ 
ing  and  assisting  the  designs  of 
nature,  you  have  shut  up  in 
the  individual’s  body,  corrup¬ 
tion  which  should  have  been 
evacuated,  and  will  be  the  cause 
of  soon  bringing  on  him  chronic 
infirmities  ;  whereas,  if  proper¬ 
ly  treated,  it  would  have  proved 
a  source  of  lasting  health. 

It  is  not  therefore  presuming 
too  much  to  affirm  that,  in  those 
cases  where  the  patient  reco¬ 
vered,  having  taken  magnesia, 
he  would  have  done  so  without 
it — as  Dr.  Ainslie  owns  often 
happens.  All  that  can  be  said 
in  favour  of  magnesia  amounts 
to  this — that  it  did  no  harm, 
as  the  prescriptions  in  use  hi¬ 
therto  have  done  ;  but  still  it  is 
proceeding  on  the  same  errone¬ 
ous  and  false  principles  as  be¬ 
fore,  or  rather  without  any  fixed 
principle  at  all,  and  groping 
about  in  the  darkness,  trying 
and  catching  at  everything. — 
The  same  reasoning  likewise 
applies  and  holds  good  with  re¬ 
gard  to  all  other  diseases,  where- 
ever  they  may  have  settled,  or 
whatever  direction  they  may 
have  taken,  owing  to  tendencies 
in  the  body,  which  we  cannot 
investigate,  nor  would  it  be  any¬ 
ways  useful  if  we  could.  Suf¬ 
fice  it  for  us  to  have  found  out 
the  grand  general  cause,  and 
the  means  of  eradicating  and 
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extirpating  this  cause.  By  this 
I  mean  to  say,  that  an  indivi¬ 
dual  whose  blood  and  humours 
are  in  a  previous  corrupt  acri¬ 
monious  state — you  may  predict 
to  a  certainty  that  this  indivi¬ 
dual  will  be  attacked  with  a  se¬ 
rious  disease,  but  you  cannot 
foresee  what  disease  it  will  be, 
or  what  course  or  direction  the 
humours  will  take,  or  under 
what  symptoms  they  will  show 
themselves  :  but  they  alone  are 
the  cause  of  all  diseases,  and 
require  only  to  be  evacuated? 
and  thus  a  timely  application  of 
the  remedy  would  have  pre¬ 


vented  the  explosion.  The 
present  medical  profession,  in 
its  actions,  may  be  said  to  re¬ 
semble  a  man  who  finds  himself 
in  an  unknown  forest  during  the 
darkness  of  night — he  turns 
aside  and  alters  his  direction  at 
every  tree  he  stumbles  upon — 
and  bewilders  himself  the  more, 
although  the  true  straight  road 
was  close  by  his  side  from  the 
beginning. — I  remain, 

My  dear  Sir, 

Your  very  obt.  servant, 

James  Morison. 

Robert  Falcon,  Esq., 

4,  Elm.  Court  Temple. 


I  have  lately  read  two  pam¬ 
phlets  on  this  subject,  published 
in  Glasgow.  One  contains 
chiefly  a  few  extracts  of  a  let¬ 
ter  written  by  a  person  not  a 
medical  man,  who  states  that 
his  prescriptions,  consisting 
chiefly  of  castor  oil  and  opi¬ 
um,  have  been  decidedly  of 
great  service  in  many  cases, 
while  the  regular  medical  treat¬ 
ment  was  seldom  attended  with 
success.  This  I  have  no  doubt 
of,  and  can  at  once  comprehend 
how  increased  doses  of  castor 
oil,  when  administered  in  lieu 
of  larger  doses  of  opium,  could 
give  comparative  relief. 

The  other  contains  advice 
from  “  medical  men  who  have 
been  in  India.”  Dr.  Ainslie 
and  Mr.  Morison  have  already 
shown,  that  these  gentlemen 
have  been  worse  than  useless  in 
that  field  of  epidemic,  which, 
together  with  the  words  of  one 
of  them  himself,  as  contained  in 
the  pamphlet,  ought  at  once  to 
convince  the  public,  that  in  pay¬ 
ing  attention  to  their  rigmarole, 
they  are  doing  worse  than  los¬ 


ing  time, — the  words  are  these, 
“  Could  we  make  even  a  plausi¬ 
ble  conjecture  as  to  the  remote 
cause  of  Cholera ,  we  might  have 
some  hope  of  being  able  to  resist 
the  advances  by  precautionary 
measures .”  What !  know  no¬ 
thing  about  the  cause — not  even 
have  a  “  plausible  conjecture” 
of  the  cause  of  a  disease  that  he 
can  so  minutely  prescribe  for  ! 
— must  not  the  man  be  mad  ? 

After  reading  this  publica¬ 
tion,  which  promises  the  “  best 
medical  advice  on  the  causes, 
prevention,  and  cure  for  this 
disease,”  I  am  enabled,  in  a 
short  space,  to  state  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  thirty-six  pages  :  pass¬ 
ing  by  some  differences  of  opin¬ 
ions,  as  to  whether  Cholera  is 
contagious, infectious,  epidemic, 
endemic,  or  not,  I  perceive  that 
they  all  agree  in  advising  the 
copious  use  of  laudanum  in 
brandy,  and  calomel,  with 
blood-letting  to  a  considerable 
extent,  the  whole  with  views  of 
opposing  nature, — with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  blood-letting, — which 
is  merely  experimental  !  !  The 
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use  of  purgatives  are  disadvised, 
as  it  is  thought  that  they  are 
likely  to  produce  the  cause  for 
this  disease,  and  at  the  same 
time  they  tell  us,  that  there 
does  not  exist  even  a  plausible 
conjecture  as  to  what  that  cause 
is  ;  this  requires  more  “  plau¬ 
sible  conjecture  ”  than  1  am 
master  of,  to  enable  me  to  un¬ 
derstand.  We  have  also  an  as¬ 
sertion  in  this  pamphlet,  that 
there  are  fewest  deaths  where 
there  is  most  medical  treat¬ 
ment.  Dr.  Ainslie  has,  in  a 
letter  sent  to  the  East  India 
Company,  and  since  made  pub¬ 
lic,  inferred  the  contrary. — 
“  Medical  gentlemen  who  have 
been  in  India,”  ought  not  to 
have  allowed  Dr.  Ainslie’s  let¬ 
ter  to  remain  so  long  without 
refutation. 

I  have  since  read  another 
pamphlet  on  this  subject,  pub¬ 
lished  by  Mr.  Lawrie,  (“  a  me¬ 
dical  gentleman  who  has  been 
in  India,”)  in  which  I  find  it 
laid  down  as  a  rule,  that  in  this 
disease,  the  cause  being  un¬ 
known,  the  symptoms  only  must 
be  attended  to,  i.  e.  opposed. — 
Mr.  Lawrie  also  asserts  that 
there  are  most  deaths  where 
there  is  no  medical  treat¬ 
ment.  Dr.  Ainslie’s  letter  is 
not  refuted.  I  find  in  this  work 
many  very  rational  and  com¬ 
prehensive  views,  and  one  use¬ 
ful  prescription, — I  mean  a 
powerful  vomit, — a  preparation 
of  mustard, — which,  however, 
has  this  inconvenience,  that 
when  given  in  sufficient  doses, 
it  is  likely  to  choke  the  patient. 

Dr.  Lawrie’s  Pamphlet  con¬ 
tains  eighty  pages.  He  speaks 
much  in  favour  of  laudanum, 
and  very  much  doubts  the  use 
of  bleeding :  nevertheless,  he 
made  the  experiment  At  the 
end  of  the  work  he  inserts  a 


letter  from  an  M.D.,  who  as¬ 
serts  that,  in  his  opinion,  lau¬ 
danum  is  always  hurtful,  and 
bleeding  often  useful !  Thus, 
after  the  reader  has  waded 
through  eighty  pages  of  argu¬ 
ment  about  epidemic,  endemic, 
contagion,  and  infection,  he,  at 
last  is  told  that  all  he  has  read 
is  useless  !  Is  not  this  very 
consolatory  ? 

I  am  rather  surprised  that, 
with  Mr.  Lawrie’s  researches, 
he  did  not  examine  the  state  of 
the  bowels  before  looseness 
came  on,  and  whether  the  per¬ 
sons  had  not  an  habitual  hard¬ 
ness  of  the  lower  intestines,  and 
also  if  this  hardness  did  not  of¬ 
ten  extend  to  the  stomach;  or  if 
he  did  so,  that  he  has  not  made 
any  remarks  upon  the  subject. 

The  cause,  the  first  cause, 
but  not  the  “  remote  cause,” 
of  Cholera  Morbus,  is  an  accu¬ 
mulation  of  filth  in  the  intestine, 
often  in  the  stomach  itself,  by 
which  means  the  absorbent  and 
secretionary  powers  of  the  gut 
become  choked.  The  blood  is 
thus  denied  the  nourishment 
which  it  ought  to  receive  from 
food,  at  the  same  time  that  its 
own  refuse  is  shut  up  within 
itself.  The  attack  is  brought 
forward  by  exhalation  of  im¬ 
pure  air,  operating  upon  an 
impoverished  blood.  Nature  in 
this  case,  as  in  almost  every 
other,  points  out  exactly  what 
ought  to  be  done.  Looseness 
commences,  clearly  showing 
that  nature  is  labouring  with 
something  she  wishes  to  eject ; 
but,  instead  of  assisting  her, 
there  is,  in  general,  a  regular 
war  carried  on  between  this 
beneficial  inclination  of  nature, 
and  the  most  powerful  astrin¬ 
gents,  until  the  fatal  termination 
of  disease. 

This  is  one  great  point  at 
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issue  between  the  Surgeons  and 
the  Hygeists  ;  we  assert,  that 
when  a  cause  is  not  understood, 
symptoms  should  not  be  oppos¬ 
ed  but  assisted.  I  trust,  how¬ 
ever,  I  do  understand  the  cause  ; 
and  I  know  that  by  the  very 


opposite  treatment  to  that  of 
opposing  symptoms,  those  of 
my  profession  have,  in  the  dis¬ 
ease  now  alluded  to,  come  to 
very  opposite  conclusions, — viz. 
health  instead  of  death. 

C.  W.  Moat. 


LETTER  OF  C.  W.  MOAT. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow. 


My  Lord  Provost, — I  hope 
that  your  Lordship  will  pardon 
the  liberty  I  now  take  in  ad¬ 
dressing  you,  on  the  subject  of 
tbe  dreadful  pestilence  which 
threatens  this  city,  commonly 
called  Cholera  Morbus,  and  by 
many  believed  to  be  at  least  a 
species  of  the  Epidemic  of  India. 

I  have,  since  May  last,  been 
practising  in  Glasgow  and  its 
vicinity  on  Hygeian  principles, 
and  have  effected  the  most 
astonishing  and  unexpected 
cures  of  every  disease  incident 
to  human  nature,  by  the  use  of 
“  Morison’s  Universal  Vege¬ 
table  Medicine,”  now  known  in 
many  parts  of  the  world — I 
have,  during  my  residence  here, 
been  applied  to  in  several  vio¬ 
lent  cases  of  cholic,  in  curing 
which  I  have  been  always  suc¬ 
cessful,  of  which  proof  can  be 
given. 

The  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  British  Col¬ 
lege  of  Health  in  London, — 
for  which  I  am  the  Scotish 
Agent, —  have  received  com¬ 
munications  from  Riga,  Cron- 
stadt,  Archangel,  and  Konigs- 
burgh,  and  from  various  parts 
in  England,  that  crews  of  ves¬ 
sels  affected  with  Cholera  Mor¬ 
bus,  had  been  cured  of  that 
disease,  by  tbe  use  of  the  said 
medicine. 

I  therefore  think  it.  a  duty 
which  I  owe  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  city,  to  state  these  facts, 


and  to  offer  my  services,  which 
I  shall  give  gratis ;  and  to  sup¬ 
ply  with  the  Vegetable  Medi¬ 
cine  any  Board  of  Health,  or 
any  Hospital  or  Ward,  of  any 
place  set  apart  in  this  neigh¬ 
bourhood  for  the  reception  of 
Cholera  patients,  who  may,  if 
thought  necessary,  first  consent 
to  my  treatment ;  and  I  under¬ 
take,  with  the  aid  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  to  cure  any  case  of  that 
malady.  But  if,  on  the  report, 
of  twelve  persons,  viz.  six 
members  of  the  Faculty  of 
Physicians,  and  any  six  re¬ 
spectable  individuals  unconnect¬ 
ed  with  that  body, — one  half 
of  whom  to  be  approved  by  me, 
— the  death  of  any  person  seiz¬ 
ed  with  Cholera,  who  shall  be 
put  under  my  treatment,  might 
not  have  taken  place  by  any 
other  treatment  than  the  use  of 
the  said  Vegetable  Medicine,  I 
shall  pay,  or  give  security  to 
pay,  any  pecuniary  penalty 
which  may  be  fixed  by  tbe 
award  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Session,  or  of  James 
Reddie,  Esq.,  advocate,  First 
Town  Clerk,  Glasgow. 

To  any  of  the  facts  herein 
stated,  I  have  no  objection  to 
make  affidavit,  if  required. 

I  beg  you  will  lay  this  letter 
before  tbe  Town  Council,  for 
their  instructions,  which  I  hope 
you  will  take  the  trouble  to 
communicate  to  me. — I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  My  Lord 
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Provost,  Your  Lordship’s  most 
obedient  and  humble  Servant, 
(Signed)  Crofton  Wm.  Moat, 

Scotish  Agent  for  the  College  of 
Health,  King’s  Cross,  London. 
35,  Portland  Street,  Laurieston, 

Glasgow,  Feb.  1,  1832. 

Glasgow ,  Fib.  8,  1832. 

My  Lord  Provost, — Hav¬ 
ing  ample  experience  of  your 
earnest  desire  to  promote  the 
amelioration,  the  comfort,  and 
the  happiness  of  mankind,  in 
patronizing  my  efforts  to  im¬ 
prove  Friendly  Societies,  gra¬ 
titude  would  have  urged  me 
into  your  presence  oftener  than 
once,  had  I  not  been  aware  that 
the  manifold  duties  of  your 
dignified  office  would,  probably, 
render  such  visit  embarrassing. 
I  cannot,  however,  forbear  now 
to  send  you  a  Pamphlet,  in  the 
twelfth  and  thirteenth  pages  of 
which  is  a  letter  describing  the 
state  in  which  I  found  relief  in 
the  Universal  Medicine,  called 
Morison’s  Pills;  and,  I  am  very 

To  those  who  are  inclined  to 
doubt  the  efficacy  or  whole¬ 
someness  of  a  continued  purg¬ 
ing,  or  to  be  minute  of  the 
powers  of  a  copious  evacuation, 
once  or  twice  a-day,  as  a  re¬ 
moval  for  disease,  or  who  would 
think  such  likely  to  weaken  the 
tones  of  the  intestines,  and 
cause  weakness,  I  would,  in  the 
first  place,  remark,  that  the 
purges  of  the  old  school  have, 
for  the  most  part,  been  of  indi¬ 
gestive  natures, — such  as  salts 
or  oils, — the  first  producing  a 
mechanical  purge,  similar  to 
water  running  through  a  spout; 
because,  its  peculiar  resistance 
to  animal  beat  prevents  it  from 
being  acted  upon  or  detained  by 
the  gastric  juices, — the  other, 
by  its  oily  indigestive  nature, 
sliming  over  the  contents  of  the 
gut,  enables  them  to  resist  all 
but  the  muscular  or  contracting 


sure,  of  many  others,  who  have 
got  almost  incredible  advantage 
in  the  same  way,  although  their 
complaints  were  wholly  differ¬ 
ent.  1  was  yesterday  informed 
by  Mr.  Meat,  35,  Portland  St., 
Laurieston,  the  General  Agent 
for  Scotland,  that  he  had  taken 
the  liberty  of  addressing  you,  as 
to  the  efficiency  of  this  medi¬ 
cine,  in  cases  of  Cholera,  and 
other  malignant  and  infectious 
distempers, — t he  cure  of  which 
he  will  undertake  to  perform 
gratis.  I  need  only  say,  that  I 
have  the  fullest  assurance  that, 
in  the  present  critical  state  of 
the  community,  this  medicine 
will  prove  to  be  of  unspeakable 
advantage. — I  remain,  with  gra¬ 
titude  and  respect,  my  Lord 
Provost,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

(Signed)  JAMES  MILLER, 
No.  17,  Cathcdrt  Street. 

*#*  No  answer  has  been  relumed 
to  the  two  preceding  letters. 

power,  or  inclination  of  the  in¬ 
testines.  All  oils  are  known  to 
be  of  difficult  digestion. 

Salts  invariably  leave  a  burn¬ 
ing  sediment;  which,  adhering 
to  the  inner  membranes  of  the 
smaller  intestines,  must  of 
course  act  as  a  corrosive, — thus 
preventing  digestion,  and  caus¬ 
ing  consequent  weakness.  Oil 
must,  in  most  cases,  leave  an 
adhesion  of  a  slimy  nature  on 
the  inner  surface  of  some  part 
of  the  abdominal  viscera, — thus 
forming  a  barrier  to  digestion  ; 
which,  however,  does  less  in¬ 
jury  than  the  sediment  from 
salts,  inasmuch  as  that  it  does 
not  prevent  the  free  passage 
from  the  body,  which  is  known 
to  be  invariably  the  case  with 
salts. 

It  must  be  evident,  and  every 
bodv  has  found  it  so,  that  such 
a  system  of  purging,  via  iudv 


44 


gestion,  can  have  no  effect  in 
removing  disease,  but  must,  on 
the  contrary,  do  injury  to  the 
fine  ducts  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  through  which  the 
nourishment  of  our  food  is 
taken  into  circulation.  These, 
of  course,  have  naturally  led 
many  to  view  purging  with  dis¬ 
trust,  and  to  associate  the  ideas 
of  freeness  in  the  bowels  with 
weakness,  simply  because  all 
they  have  hitherto  experienced 
has  had  a  tendency  to  engender 
such  a  belief. 

I  would  now  wish  the  reader 
to  take  a  diametrically  opposite 
view  of  purging.  Must  not 
that  be  the  most  wholesome 
food  which  is  quickest  digested 
and  turned  into  new  blood  ? 
Must  not  what  is  quickest  turn¬ 
ed  into  blood  be  the  soonest 
deprived  of  the  portions  neces¬ 
sary  to  be  retained  in  the  sto¬ 
mach?  Must  not  the  blood 
which  most  quickly  receives 
nourishment  be  the  earliest  to 
supply  healthy  gastric  juices,  for 
the  extraction  of  more  nourish¬ 
ment,  and  a  healthy  bile  for  the 
repulsion  of  the  portions  of  food 
not  wanted  longer  in  the  sto¬ 
mach  ? 

It  has  been  these  simple 
views,  in  which  I  think  every 
person  will  affirmatively  agree, 
that  led  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Hygeian  theory  of  cure  for 
disease,  which  is  simply  purg¬ 
ing  via  digestion. 

The  purgatives  which  I  ad¬ 
vocate  for  the  cure  of  diseases, 
are  simply  composed  of  those 
vegetable  substances  found  to 
be  the  most  rapid  in  digestion. 
There  is  no  instance  of  their 
passing  through  the  bowels  un¬ 
digested  ;  and  it  is  no  uncom¬ 
mon  occurrence,  when  they 
cause  vomiting,  for  the  whole 
of  the  contents  of  the  stomach 


to  be  discharged  without  the 
slightest  appearance  of  diges¬ 
tion,  although  such  contents 
have  been  swallowed  many 
hours  previous  to  the  taking  of 
the  medicines,  which  have  been 
retained  to  digest,  to  impreg¬ 
nate  the  blood  with  a  degree  of 
pure  nourishment,  which  ena¬ 
bles  it  to  dispense  with  those 
decayed  or  impure  particles, 
only  fit  and  useful  to  be  dis¬ 
charged  with,  and  to  assist  in 
the  discharge  of  whatever  refuse 
or  unhealthy  substances  may  be 
in  the  intestines. 

This  system  of  cure  derives 
assistance  from  our  very  in¬ 
stinct.  The  person  whose  sto¬ 
mach  is  much  deranged  will 
delight  in  the  use  of  these 
medicines,  on  a  principle,  no 
doubt,  analagous  to  the  reason 
or  instinct  which  teaches  a  dog 
to  go  to  the  field  and  eat  grass 
when  he  is  diseased, — a  food 
that  he  will  not  eat  at  any 
other  time. 

Local  proofs  will  accompany 
this  pamphlet,  as  the  agent  who 
circulates  it  will  have  printed 
any  cases  which  he  may  obtain 
permission  to  make  public,  and 
that  have  occurred  in  his  imme¬ 
diate  neighbourhood.  Of  course 
this  cannot  be  the  case  in  places 
where  the  medicine  is  but  just 
introduced,  when  the  proofs  in 
Glasgow,  and  other  parts  of 
Scotland,  with  such  plain  ad¬ 
dresses  as  they  all  have,  must 
be  sufficient  to  convince  the 
most  sceptical. 

Many  persons  on  looking 
over  a  list  of  cures  remark,  that 
there  are  none  exactly  similar 
to  theirs,  forgetting  that  these 
cures  have  been  performed  by 
a  medicine  to  which  all  diseases 
come  alike ;  and  that  out  of  a 
thousand  persons  who  get  relief 
from  diseases,  not  more  than 


two,  upon  an  average,  request 
their  cures  to  be  published  ; 
and  without  the  parties  request, 
I  never  do,  and  never  will  make 
allusions  to  any.  Indeed,  it 
would  be  out  of  my  power,  aS  I 
neither  know  the  name  or  ad¬ 
dress  of  one  patient  in  five  hun¬ 
dred. 

I  have  many  friends  who 
think  me  inconsistent  for  writ¬ 
ing  to  the  Lord  Provost.  Their 
dissent  arises  from  their  ima¬ 
gining  that  I,  in  that  letter, 
acknowledged  my  belief  in  the 
existence  of  Cholera.  I  assure 
them  I  had  no  such  belief,  but 
was  fully  aware  that  the  alarm¬ 
ists  would  soon  attempt  to  ob¬ 
tain  their  “  pickings”  out  of  the 
monies  they  were  causing  to  be 
collected  on  that  score.  I  also 
knew  that  a  body  of  men,  hav¬ 
ing  the  assistance  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  would  have  but  little 
difficulty  in  substantiating,  to 
superficial  thinkers,  any  thing 
they  thought  proper  to  advance. 
I  believe  that  the  pestles  and 
mortars  have  been  used  as  tools 
for  the  purpose  ;  for  which,  less 
than  ten  years  since,  pulpit- 
cushions  and  the  dust  issuing 
from  them,  would  have  been 
sufficient.  All  persons  dying 
suddenly,  an  occurrence  al¬ 
ways  taking  place  with  those 
who  exceed  in  debauchery, 
were  reported  as  “  cases  of 
real  malignant  Asiatic  Cho¬ 
lera  — surgeons  were  ordered 
by  their  superiors  to  treat  all 
cases  any  way  resembling  the 
disease — that  is  to  say,  all  per¬ 
sons  having  the  gripes — with 
boldness  and  decision.  The 
consequences  have  been  plenty 
of  cases  to  frighten  the  people 
with,  when,  advantages  being 
taken  of  their  fears,  they  have 
been  induced  to  change  their 
diet  for  that  the  most  likely  of 


all  others  to  cause  disease  and 
sudden  deaths — (<£  real  malig¬ 
nant  Asiatic  Cholera,”  of 
course).  What  can  be  more 
absurd  than  that  people  should 
allow  themselves  to  be  guided 
by  persons  who  have  a  direct 
interest  in  causing  death  and 
disease  ?  Yet,  such  is  the 
case  !  One  would  think  the 
absurdity'of  prescribing  of  the 
keeping  as  much  filth  in  one’s 
intestines  as  possible,  would 
only  have  caused  the  prescribe!’ 
to  have  been  laughed  at. 

I  attribute  all  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  cases  of  disease  entirely  to 
the  neglect  of  the  use  of  vege¬ 
tables  at  this,  the  proper  season 
of  the  year.  If,  by  some  un¬ 
heard  of  fatality,  we  had'  been 
this  spring  deprived  of  the 
usual  bounty  of  Nature,  all  the 
M.D.s  would  be  attributing  the 
dreadful  diseases  and  deaths  to 
the  want  of  them.  Any  thing 
with  them  for  an  excuse.  But 
now  they  fairly  have  none.  If 
the  mandate  of  the  surgeons, 
against  vegetables,  was  univer¬ 
sally  disregarded,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  there  would  be  no 
more  sudden  disease  now  than 
there  have  been  constantly  oc¬ 
curring  for  years.  Let  the 
people  at  once  disregard  the 
cry  raised  against  the  use  of 
vegetables,  reflecting  that  it  was 
only  raised  to  cause  panic,  and 
has  only  been  supported  to 
keep  up  the  incomes  of  despi¬ 
cable  underlings,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  alarmists  would 
again  be  reduced  to  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  making  the  most  fright¬ 
ful  tales  they  could  invent  upon 
the  subject  of  the  deaths  of  a 
few  drunkards.  Let  it  be 
borne  in  mind,  that  where  sur¬ 
gery  has  most  influence,  there 
you  will  find  most  disease  and 
sudden  death.  Look  at  Paris  ! 
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I,  on  the  29th  of  April,  went 
to  visit  a  man,  said  to  be  bad 
with  Cholera.  A  violent  case 
of  torpidity  of  the  stomach,  by 
which  the  communicating  pas¬ 
sages  from  the  food  with  the 
blood,  were  closed  up.  After 
administering  twenty-two  pills, 
which  speedily  gave  relief,  I 
inquired  into  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  his  general  living. — He 
is  a  hard  working  man, — had 
lived  upon  oatmeal  and  pota¬ 
toes,  with,  occasionally,  a  little 
animal  food, — has  always  been 
very  fond  of  green  vegetables ; 
but,  since  the  cry  of  Cholera, 
had  religiously  abstained  from 
using  them  in  any  shape.  He 
was  taken  unwell  on  Saturday, 
(had  drank  no  spirits).  I 
saw  him  on  Sunday  morning, 
and  learnt  that  the  cramps  com¬ 
menced  in  the  extremities  at 
about  midnight ;  blueness  came 
on  at  5  a.m.  He  had  twenty- 
two  of  i\I orison’s  vegetable  pills 
at  noon,  and  was  in  health 
again  by  four. 

Is  it  not  a  pity  that  human 
beings  should  make  their  rea- 
son  a  curse,  by  neglecting  com¬ 
mon  sense,  and  attempting  to 
turn  philosophers  ? 

As  the  formation  of  Tempe¬ 
rance  Societies  have  been  for 
some  time  past  daily  increasing, 
and  as  they  have  been  found 
generally  incapable  of  reclaim¬ 
ing  those  addicted  to  the  use 
of  spirits  from  their  bad  habits 
and  the  consequent  effects,  I 
trust  that  the  following  remarks, 
taken  from  “  Morisoniana,” 
page  79,  by  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  we  consider  drunken¬ 
ness  but  as  a  modification  of 
disease,  which  it  is  our  profes¬ 
sion  to  remove,  will  meet  atten¬ 
tion  : — 

“  The  propensity  of  mankind 


in  general  to  this  vice,  is  one 
of  those  subjects  well  worthy 
of  examination,  to  discover  the 
physical  cause  from  which  it 
proceeds;  and,  hitherto,  it  seems 
to  me,  that  very  little  attention 
has  been  paid  to  the  true  one. 
That  mankind,  throughout  their 
lives,  wish  for  happiness,  is  too 
generally  allowed  to  be  contra¬ 
dicted.  By  happiness,  I  un¬ 
derstand  a  body  and  mind 
free  and  easy,  and  void  of  bo¬ 
dily  pain  of  every  kind;  for 
the  vexations  and  disappoint¬ 
ments  of  life  will  not  injure 
such  a  person ;  he  will  take  his 
precautions  against  them,  but 
they  will  not  affect  him.  Hap¬ 
piness,  or  well-being,  being  our 
natural  propensity,  we  eagerly 
lay  hold  of  any  thing  which 
affords  us  this  state,  though  but 
for  a  short  time,  and  to  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  keenest  sufferings ; 
and  even  many  of  the  wisest 
and  most  eminent  men  have  not 
been  able,  by  all  the  strength 
of  reason,  to  conquer  their  dis¬ 
position  of  body  to  this  vice, 
— so  strong  are  our  propensities 
when  grounded  on  a  physical 
cause.  Certainly,  if  any  other 
mode  of  life  had  been  pointed 
out  to  them,  which  would  have 
afforded  the  same  happiness 
without  its  alloy,  they  would 
willingly  have  embraced  it  ; 
for  the  actually  swallowing  spir¬ 
its  is  no  very  pleasing  thing; 
and,  to  a  healthy  person,  it 
is  perfectly  unpalatable,  unless 
some  glasses  when  conviviality 
calls  for  it.  We  must  then  look 
for  a  real  substantial  cause  for 
this  propensity  or  vice  within 
our  own  bodies,  and  we  shall 
find  it  to  proceed  from  a  vitiat¬ 
ed  acrimonious  state  of  our  own 
humours  ;  which,  like  an  over¬ 
craving  appetite,  gives  us  no  re¬ 
pose  until  supplied  with  such  a 
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stimulus,  by  means  of  which 
we  enjoy  a  temporary  state  of 
well-being  and  happiness  ;  but 
if  the  individual  found  himself 
always  in  this  happy  state  by 
other  means,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  he  would  avoid  such  a  poi¬ 
son.  That  this  is  the  real  phy¬ 
sical  cause  of  propensity  to 
drunkenness,  any  one’s  own  ob¬ 
servation  will  soon  convince  him. 
How  desirable  must  it  not  be  to 
get  rid  of  such  a  cause  ?  ” 

A  specimen  of  the  editorial 
good-will  I  have  had  to  assist 

me _ It  was  in  the  latter  end 

of  February  that  a  friend  di¬ 
rected  my  attention  to  an  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  “  Scottish  Guar¬ 
dian,”  which  induced  me  to 
write  in  reply,  as  near  as  I  can 
remember,  in  the  following 
words : — 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Scottish  Guardian. 

Sir,— H  aving  been  favoured 
with  a  copy  of  the  following 
remark  in  your  paper  of  Tues¬ 
day,  viz  ,  “  The  individual  who 
sent  us  a  recommendation  of 
Morison’s  Cholera  Medicines 
for  insertion,  ought  to  submit 
the  subject  to  professional  men.” 
I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing 
a  few  lines  upon  the  subject. — 
In  the  first  place,  the  individual 
was  wrong  in  the  terms  Cholera 
Medicine.  Mr.  Morison’s  are 
no  more  Cholera  than  gout 
medicines:  they  cure  Cholera 
undoubtedly;  and  I  am  ready 
to  give  proof  positive  that  they 
cure  every  disease, — Cholera 
among  the  rest. 

The  reason  the  subject  is  not 
submitted  “  to  professional  men,” 
if  you  allude  to  physicians,  sur¬ 
geons,  and  apothecaries,  is,  be¬ 
cause  these  persons  are  of  that 
profession  which  must  he  swept 
away  as  soon  as  every  person 
becomes  capable  of  being  his 


own  efficient  doctor,  which  is 
the  ulterior  view  of  those  of 
my  profession  ;  because  these 
men  are  not  taught,  and  do  not 
profess  to  cure,  but  to  “  treat 
disease  because  these  men 
depend  upon  the  prevalence  of 
disease  ;  because  these  men  are 
cutters  up  of  human  bodies, 
which  practice  those  of  my 
profession  abhor,  while  the 
principled  among  their  own 
declare  it  to  be  useless  ;  and 
because  daily  experience  is 
proving  that  they  are  unac¬ 
quainted  with  a  single  radical 
cure  for  any  disease  whatever  ; 
a  point  of  ignorance  to  which 
they  never  would  have  arrived 
but  for  their  practice  in  poisons, 
which,  administered  by  other 
hands,  might  cause  instant  ces¬ 
sation  of  life :  thus  forcing  the 
public  dependence  upon  them¬ 
selves,  to  preserve  which,  they 
have  been  impressed  strongly,  in 
the  course  of  their  education, 
with  ideas  of  the  primitive  im¬ 
portance  of  poisons,  and  so 
have  been  adopted  for  impos- 
torship,  by  having  themselves 
been  made  dupes,  which  they 
remain  to  the  end  of  their  ex¬ 
istence. 

Yours,  &e., 

C.  W.  Moat. 

Not  the  least  notice  was  ta¬ 
ken  of  this  letter,  but  the  fol¬ 
lowing  was  copied  from  an  Ed¬ 
inburgh  paper,  evidently  in  lieu 
of  a  reply  : — 

“Quackery — Is  John  St. 
John  Long  still  carrying  on  his 
dreadful  trade?  As  matters 
stood  fifty  years  ago,  so  do  they 
stand  now.  Then  Dr.  Buchan 
exclaimed,  ‘  It  is  now  easier  to 
cheat  a  man  out  of  his  life  than 
of  a  shilling,  and  almost  impos¬ 
sible  either  to  detect  or  punish 
the  offender.  Notwithstanding 
this,  people  still  shut  their  eyes, 
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and  take  every  thing  upon  trust 
that  is  administered  by  any 
pretender  to  medicine,  without 
daring  to  ask  him  a  reason  for 
any  part  of  his  conduct.  Im¬ 
plicit  faith,  everywhere  else  the 
object  of  ridicule,  is  still  sacred 
here/  Is  there  not  a  man  now 
in  London,  who  cures  all  sorts 
of  diseases  (as  he  says)  by  one 
medicine, — and  that  an  aperi¬ 
ent  ?” 

To  this  I  sent,  as  near  as  I 
can  remember,  the  following, 
as  an  answer :  and,  certainly, 
every  body  will  agree  that  no¬ 
thing  was  more  natural  than 
for  any  persons  possessing  the 
requisite  information  to  answer 
the  question  : — 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Scottish  Guardian. 

Glasgow,  3d  March,  IS32. 

“  Sir, — In  answer  to  your 
queries,  under  the  head  of 
quackery,  to  which  you  thought 
you  had  provided  answers  be¬ 
fore  you  put  the  questions,  I 
have  to  make  the  following  re¬ 
marks  : — There  is  a  firm  in 
London,  composed  of  two  per¬ 
sons,  viz.,  Morison  and  Moat, 
who  cure  all  diseases,  as  they 
say,  by  one  medicine, which  may 
be  used  as  an  aperient ;  there 
was  a  gentleman  of  the  same 
profession  in  Edinburgh,  where 
the  paper  from  which  you  co¬ 


pied  the  paragraph,  without  ac¬ 
knowledgment,  was  published  ; 
there  has  also  been  a  person 
in  Glasgow,  viz.,  myself,  as  you 
know,  since  May  last,  of  the 
same  practice.  Very  few  persons 
take  these  medicines  without 
being  made  acquainted  with  the 

views  with  which  thev  are  ad- 
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ministered.  I  have  no  objection 
to  answer  any  query  of  the 
sort  you  may  wish  to  advance, 
and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
pledging  myself  to  produce 
proof  of  their  having  cured  any 
particular  disease  you  may  think 
proper  to  name. — I  am,  Sir, 
yours  to  command, 

C.  W.  MIoat. 

No  notice  was  taken  of  the 
above. 

The  week  following  I  put  an 
advertisement  in  the  papers — 
the  Guardian  as  well  as  others. 
In  the  paper  following,  the  edi¬ 
tor  remarked  that  my  adver¬ 
tisement  was  admitted  by  mis¬ 
take.  A  few  days  afterwards  I 
jagain  advertised,  when  a  person 
from  the  office  of  the  Scottish 
Guardian  called  to  know  whe¬ 
ther  the  advertisement  was  to 
be  inserted  in  their  paper.  I 
said  yes,  and  it  appeared.  Now, 
does  it  seem  likely  that  he  would 
not  have  admitted  my  adver¬ 
tisement  when  he  requested  me 
to  advertise  in  his  paper  ? 


C.  W.  Moat,  35,  Portland  Street,  Laurieston,  Glasgow, 

Agent  for  Scotland. 

J.  F.  Symonds,  33,  Portland  Street,  Agent  for  Glasgow, 
and  Assistant  Agent  for  Scotland. 

A.  Sellers,  9,  St.  Andrew  Street,  Agent  for  Edinburgh, 
and  Assistant  Agent  for  Scotland. 

J.  Bennet,  Agent  for  Inverness,  and  Assistant  Agent  for 

Scotland. 

AND  AGENTS  IN  ALMOST  EVERY  TOWN  IN  SCOTLAND. 


ERRATA. 

In  Page  26,  2d  column,  19th  line  from  bottom,  and  in  page  27,  1st  column,  16th  line 
from  bottom,  for  elementary ,  read  alimentary. 
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